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GEOGRAPHY 



Geographical Location 

of the Republic of Macedonia 



The Republic of Macedonia is a South-European 
state. It is situated in the central part of the Balkan Pen- 
insula. It is located between 40° 51' and 42° 22' North 
geographic latitude and 20° 27' and 23° 05' East geo- 
graphic longitude. It borders the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia to the North, the Republic of Bulgaria to the 
East, the Republic of Greece to the South and the Re- 
public of Albania to the West. Situated in this area of 
Europe and the Balkans, the Republic of Macedonia 
has a good geographical position. Such geographical 
features give broad opportunities for geographic con- 
nections, traffic communications and economic links. The 
Republic of Macedonia belongs to the group of small 
continental states, because it occupies an area of 25,71 3 
km 2 and has a population of 1,945,932 inhabitants (ac- 
cording to the 1994 Census). 

Geographic Co-ordinates 

North East 

geographic geographic Location Municipality 

latitude longitude 1 



North 


42°22 , 21" 


22°18'04" 


Anishta 

(Dukat Planina) 


Kriva 
Palanka 


South 


40 o 51'16" 


21°07'33" 


Markova 
Noga 


Resen 


East 


41°42'33" 


23°02'12" 


Chengino 
Kale 


Berovo 


West 


41 o 31'04" 


20°27'32" 


Kestenjar 


Debar 



"As to Greenwich. 
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Length of the Macedonian Border 



In kilometers 





Total 


Land 


River 


Lake 


Total 


850 


786 


16 


48 


Albania 


191 


151 


12 


28 


Bulgaria 


165 


165 


- 


- 


Greece 


262 


238 


4 


20 


Yugoslavia 


232 


232 


4 


- 



Relief Structure 

The Republic of Macedonia is a mountainous 
country with many lowlands. Around 80% of the territory 
is mountainous and hilly and 20% is plain terrain. The 
average altitude of the whole territory is 850 meters. The 
relief consists of mountains, lowlands and canyons. Ac- 
cording to their origin, the mountains are divided into old 
mountains, represented by the Rodopian Mountains 
spread in the eastern part of the Republic and young 
mountain ranges, rising in the middle and Western Mace- 
donia. According to the elevation, mountains are classi- 
fied as high, over 2,000 meters above sea level; me- 
dium - between 1 ,000 and 2,000 meters - and low moun- 
tains, not higher than 1,000 meters. 

There are 14 high mountains in Macedonia. They 
coveratotaf territory of 8,469 km 2 or 33% of the territory 
of the Republic, and are spread throughout all parts of 
the country. The highest among them is the mountain 
Korab (peak Golem Korab, 2,764 m) and the lowest is 
Belasica (2,029 m). Other significant high mountains are: 
Sar Planina, Bistra, Stogovo, Jakupica, Galicica, Pelister, 
Nidze, Kozuv, Osogovo, etc. 

The number of medium high mountains in the 
Republic of Macedonia is also 14. They cover a total 
area of 3,1 38 km 2 or 12% of the state territory. The high- 
est among them is the Plakenska Planina (peak Plake: 
1,998 m) and the lowest is Konecka Planina (1,158 m). 
Other more important medium high mountains are: Ma- 
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lesevski Planini, Plackovica, Buseva Planina, Babuna, 
Ograzden, Selecka Planina, Skopska Crna Gora, etc. 

Contrary to high and medium-high mountains, 
spread over the whole territory of the state, the low moun- 
tains can be found mainly in the so called middle-low 
Macedonia. They have low elevations and are only a 
few. Most important are: Plavus, Mangovica, Venec, Kara 
Bali, etc. 

There are 19 lowlands in Macedonia, occupying 
a total area of 7,690 km 2 , or 33,8% of the state's terri- 
tory. Out of this area, 4,900 km 2 belong to fields (valley 
bottoms), amounting 19.1 0% of the total surface of Mace- 
donia. The fields are presented in all parts of the coun- 
try. Their area is different, from 25 km 2 - Debarsko Pole 
- up to Pelagonija, or Bitolsko and Prilepsko Pole - 1 ,373 
km 2 . They are also at a different average elevation - from 
80 m of Gevgelisko Pole up to 880 of Prespansko Pole. 
Other bigger fields are those of: Skopje, Kumanovo, 
Kocani, Strumica -Radovis, Tikves, Polog, Ovce Pole, 
etc. 

The canyons are natural and often the single links 
between different lowlands, greatly influencing the com- 
munication capacity of the country's area. The total num- 
ber of big canyons in Macedonia is 114. The shortest is 
the canyon of the river Bosavica - 2.3 km, and the long- 
est - the river Radika canyon - 42.5 km. The total length 
of all canyons in Macedonia is 297 km. The big canyons 
are located: on the river Vardar, such as the canyons 
Derven, Taor and Demir Kapija; on the river Crna Reka- 
the canyon Skotcivir; on Bregalnica - the canyon 
Istibanja; on the river Treska - the canyon Matka, etc. 

Besides the above mentioned forms, other relief 
forms can be found in the relief structure of Macedonia, 
such as: karst relief -funnel-shaped karst depressions, 
hollows, karst fields; on the high mountains - glacial re- 
lief forms - cirques, waves and moraines; in volcanic 
areas - volcanic relief - volcanic cupolas, blown out vol- 
canic craters, etc. 
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Climatic Specifics 

The climate in Macedonia is diverse. In the South- 
ern part of the country it is altered Mediterranean, in the 
central and Northern areas it is moderate continental and 
on high mountains - mountainous. The average annual 
temperature is 11.5°C. The warmest month is July with 
an average air temperature of 22°C, while the coldest is 
January, with an average temperature of -3°C. The tem- 
peratures are higher in the Southern, than in the North- 
ern parts of the country. Thus, moving towards North, 
the average annual temperature gradually declines: Gev- 
gelija - 14.5°C; Kavadarci - 13.5°C, Skopje - 12.4°C 
and Tetovo- 11. 3°C. 

The calendar of precipitation in Macedonia, as well 
as their type shows significant irregularities. Hence, al- 
though the average precipitation quantity equals 680 mm, 
the mountainous region of Western Macedonia gets 
much more precipitation - over 1,000 mm, while the 
middle part, especially the middle of the Povardarie (Var- 
dar Valley) gets under 500 mm precipitation. The most 
frequent winds in Macedonia are "Vardarec" and "Jugo". 

Hydrographic Net 

Macedonia is characterized by a developed hy- 
drographic net. It has numerous springs, a wide river 
net and many natural and artificial lakes. Strong springs 
orwellspringscan mainly be found on limestone terrain. 
Such are the springs Ostrovi near the monastery "St. 
Naum", with an abundance of 11 m7c, the spring of Var- 
dar - Vrutok or Rasce, from which Skopje is supplied 
with water. 

The rivers in Macedonia belong to three basins: 
the Aegean Basin, which covers an area of 22,319 km 2 
or 87% of the state's territory; the Adriatic Basin with an 
area of 3,350 km 2 , or 13% of the territory and the Black 
Sea Basin of only 44 km 2 . The Aegean water basin in- 
cludes the river Vardar Basin, covering a territory of 
20,535 km 2 (80% of the Macedonian territory), the river 
Strumica Basin, with an area of 1,535 km 2 (7% of the 
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territory), the Doiran Lake Basin with an area of 120 km 2 
and the river Cironska Reka Basin with an area of 129 
km 2 . 

The Vardar is the longest and the most significant 
river in Macedonia. Its total length is 388 km, of which 
301 km. belong to our country. It has a composite valley 
with a medium flow of 1 74 m 3 /c at Gevgelija. Thirtyseven 
bigger tributes flow into the Vardar in our Republic - 1 5 
from the right and 22 - from the left side. 

The most significant river in the Adriatic river ba- 
sin is the Cm Drim with its tribute Radika, while In the 
area of the Black Sea Basin the springwell of the Binecka 
Morava is located. 

The natural lakes in Macedonia are mainly of tec- 
tonic origin - the Ohrid Lake, the Prespa Lake and the 
Doiran Lake. There are also other lakes that are of gla- 
cial origin. The Ohrid Lake is located in the far South- 
Eastern part of the state, in the lowland of Ohrid. It occu- 
pies an area of 348 km 2 , 229.9 km 2 belonging to the 
Republic of Macedonia, and 118.9 km 2 belonging to Al- 
bania. It is 30.35 km long and 14.5 km wide, and the 
surface of the lake is at an elevation of 695 meters above 
sea level. Its basin accumulates around 50 billion m 3 of 
water, thus classifying it among the greater in the world. 
The lake is 287 meters deep, while the transparency of 
the water is 21,5 m. The medium temperature at the 
surface of the lake in August is 23° C and, according to 
the temperature, the lake belongs to the group of sub- 
tropics lakes, since the water never freezes in winter. 
The lake gets the water from the rivers Cherava, Sateska 
and Koselska, and loses it through the Crn Dim, flowing 
out of the lake. 

The Prespa Lake is situated in the lowland of 
Prespa. The border between the Republic of Macedonia, 
the Republic of Albania and the Republic of Greece is 
on the lake and it is divided to these three states. Its 
area is 274 km 2 - 1 76.8 km 2 belonging to the Republic of 
Macedonia, 49.4 km 2 to Albania and 47.8 km 2 to Greece. 
The surface of the lake is at 853 meters above sea level. 
It is 28.6 km long, 16.9 km wide and 54 meters deep. 
The water is warmest in August- 24.3° C on the surface 
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and its transparency is 7.20 m. It receives water from 
the rivers Golema Reka, Brajcinska Reka and Kranska 
Reka, as well as from the Mala Prespa Lake, which is at 
an elevation 3 meters higher than the Prespa Lake. It 
loses its water sinking into the limestone of Galichica 
into the lower Ohrid Lake. 

The Doiran Lake is situated in the South-Eastern 
part of Macedonia, at an elevation of 148 m above sea 
level. It covers an area of 43.1 km 2 , divided between the 
Republic of Macedonia (27.3 km 2 ) and the Republic of 
Greece (15.8 km 2 ). It is 9 km long, 7 km wide and 10 m 
deep. Because the lake is not very deep, its water warms 
up easily, so that its temperature in August reaches 28°C, 
but it can also freeze in winter. The Doiran Lake receives 
its water from many small tributes, and loses it through 
the river Gjolaja, which flows out of the lake. 

The glacial lakes are situated in the highest parts 
of our high mountains: the Sar Planina, Pelister, Jabla- 
nica, Jakupica, Korab and Stogovo. They are located in 
cirques, created from dilluvial glaciers. They are small, 
not very deep, usually have a round form and contain 
clear and clean water, because of which they are known 
as "forest eyes". The biggest among them is the 
Bogovinsko Lake on the Sar Planina and the most fa- 
mous are the Golemo and Malo Ezero (Big Lake and 
Small Lake) on Pelister. 

There are artificial lakes in almost all parts of 
Macedonia. The bigger among them are: Mavrovo Lake 
on the river Mavrovska Reka, Globotchica and the De- 
bar Lake in the flow of the river Crn Drim, Matka on the 
Treska river, the Tikves Lake on the river Crna, Kalimanci 
on the flow of Bregalnica, Strezevo on the river Semnica, 
Glaznje and Lipkovo Lake on the river Lipkovska Reka, 
Mantovo on the river Kriva Lakavica, etc. The oldest is 
Lake Matka, constructed in 1938, The biggest is Tikves 
Lake. The most famous tourist resort is Mavrovo Lake. 
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Flora and Fauna 

The geographic location, the topographic features, 
the climate and combinations of flora and fauna areas 
led to the creation of diverse vegetation and animal kinds, 
among which rare species can be found. 

Flora: The Republic of Macedonia fs situated be- 
tween two big vegetation and geographic areas - the 
Mediterranean and the Euro-Siberrian. Such a location 
creates conditions for rich and diverse flora. 

Forests cover 35% of the territory. Deciduous for- 
ests are spread over 825.000 ha, over 41 ,000 ha mixed 
and over 40,000 ha evergreen forests. Predominant 
deciduous types are the oak and the beech, while the 
most frequent evergreen types are the white and the 
black pine. It is worthwhile to mention that on the moun- 
tain Pelister the dominant type is the molikaan endemic 
type of pine, which is a real rarity in the family of ever- 
green trees. Low forests are also spread in Macedonia, 
mainly presented by the hornbeam, ash and hazel tree. 
The willow and the poplar grow along river banks and by 
the Vardar - the plane tree, as well. The grass vegeta- 
tion includes meadows (53,000 ha) and pastures 
(670,000 ha). Semi-steppe vegetation is spread along 
the Vardar Valley. 

Fauna 

Ground Fauna: The fauna in the Republic of 
Macedonia is mixed - Mediterranean and Mid-European. 
This feature leads to an abundance and diversity, includ- 
ing rare fauna species. 

The Mediterranean fauna is spread along the river 
Vardar valley up to Skopje lowland, in Ovce Pole and in 
the Southern part of Pelagonija. 

The Middle-European fauna is characteristic for 
mountainous regions. In these areas live the bear, the 
roe deer, the wild goat, the wolf, the boar, the fox, and in 
some areas - the deer. The lynx , the rarest of the cat 
genus in Europe, can be found in the region of Western 
Macedonia. 
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Water Fauna. Rivers and lakes are abundant with 
diverse animal life. 

The river fauna includes different kinds offish: the 
trout, barbell, acerina cernula, etc. In the lower flow of 
the Vardar there are also carps and catfish. 

The lake fauna consists of the fish in the lakes of 
Ohrid, Prespa and Doiran. Seventeen fish species in- 
habit the Ohrid lake, including white fish, trout and eels, 
which are mainly of endemic character .Before there 
had been any man-made lakes on the river Crn Drim, 
the eel swam to spawn in the Sargasso Sea in the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. The "letnica" and the "belvica"(Sa/77of/7ymi/s 
ohridanus) also belong to the trout genus. There is also 
the small fish "plashica" (Alburnus albidus alborella), from 
whose scales the Ohrid pearl is made, famous in the 
world of jewelry. 

The fish in Prespa Lake are from the Epyrus fauna. 
There are 11 fish species in its waters. The most numer- 
ous is the small fish "nivichka". 

Lake Doiran fauna belongs to the Vardar fauna. 
15 fish species can be found there. 

After their characteristics, the following can be 
pointed out: "plashica" (Alburnus albidus alborella), carp, 
acerina cernula, the eel and the catfish 

Birds 

Around 300 bird species inhabit the territory of 
the Republic. 210 species constantly inhabit its areas, 
while the others are migrant birds. Among them, there 
are rare species, especially from the genus of the eagle. 
In a limited number, the grouse can be found on Korab 
and Sar Planina. 

The wild goose, the heron and the pelican inhabit 
the swamp lowland areas (Skopje, Strumica, Pelagonija) 
and the swan inhabits the area of Ohrid Lake. 

Around Doiran Lake the cormorant can be found, 
which the fishermen use as a beater while fishing. 

Care for the national parks Mavrovo, Galichica 
and Peiister, as well as the reserve Jasen is essential 
for the preservation of flora and fauna. 
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Chronology of Historical Events 

• Iron age 

Macedonians, formed during the Iron Age, from 
Brygian substratum and from Indo-European substra- 
tum settled here at the end of the II millenium; the Mace- 
donians, according the legends got their name from the 
mythological ancestor Makedon (Hes.Ap. Const. Prph., 
de them). 

Maketa, the oldest name of Macedonia (Makedo- 
nis), after the mythological original ancestor Maketa 
(Hes.; Eoeae. Fr. 7). 

• VIII Century BC 

The process of establishing a mutual country is 
run by the I Macedonian dynasty Argeadai which origi- 
nates from Argos Orestikon (App., Syr., 63; Diod. ,VII, 
15; G. Sync, I, 373); Of the legendary rulers, the last 
three, Karanos, cca 796, Koinos and Tirima (Diod., VII, 
15; Eusebios, Hronika, I), were most probably historical 
kings. 

• cca 707/6 BC 

Perdikkas- founder ofthe dynasty (Her,, VIII, 139) 

• 498 - 454 BC 

Alexander I called Philhellene; in the year 478 
Lower Macedonia on the East, is united to Ennea Hodoi 
(later Amphipolis) on the river Strymon (Dem., XII, 21), 
and on the South to Pydna (Thuk. 1, 137); Persian ally in 
the Greek-Persian wars; Macedonia already appears on 
the international scene; they make the first coins with 
the king's name on them; around the year 460, Herodo- 
tos sojourns in Macedonia and gives an interpretatio 
macedonica ofthe Greek-Persian wars (Her., V, 17-22, 
IX, 44-45). 

• 453-413BC 

Perdikkus II works on starting a war between the 
Athens maritime power and Sparta which lead the 
Peloponnesian union (Thuk, I, 57) and initiated the cre- 
ation ofanOlynthian league from the Greek colonies on 
Chalkidike, for a war against Athens (Thuk., I, 58); dur- 
ing the Peloponnesian war Macedonian kings were one 
moment on the side of Athens and the next moment on 
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the side of Sparta, depending of their interests, not want- 
ing either of them to become too powerful. 

• 413-399BC 

Archelaos made straight roads, built fortresses, 
reorganized the army (Tuk., II, 100); around the year 
400 theThesalian Pherrhaibia became Macedonian strat- 
egy, and he moved the Macedonian capital Aigai to Pella; 
he founded Macedonian Olympic Games in Dion, the 
holy city of the Macedonians among other reasons also 
because of the fact that the Greek Olympic Games were 
forbidden to the barbarians, meaning for the Macedoni- 
ans as well (Her., V, 22); in the year 406 the Macedoni- 
an poet Adaios wrote an epitaph for the grave of Euripides 
(Anth. Pal, 7,5,1; A. Gellius, Noct. Att, XV, 20, 10) who 
was staying in the castle of Archelaos where besides 
the apologetic work "Archelaos" he also wrote the well 
known play "Bakkhai" inspired by the Macedonian cult 
for the God Dionysos; the Macedonian council refused 
to give Euripides' body to Athens - his birthplace (GelL, 
Noct. Att., XV 20, ); the Persian ally in the Greek-Per- 
sian wars; during the years 407/6 Archelaos from Ath- 
ens received the titles proxenos and euergetes (IG V, 
no 1 1 7); dynasty wars from the years 393 - 391 . 

• 391 BC 

Amyntas was enthroned; he led a policy of ex- 
hausting and weakening of Greek policies; In 371, as 
the interested side (Aish. II, 23) he took part in the con- 
gress at Sparta for signing a mutual peace agreement. 

• 369 BC 

Alexander II waged war in Thessalia and left Ma- 
cedonian garrisons in the Thessalian cities. 

• 368 BC 

The Boiotian league interfered in the dynasty wars 
in Macedonia (Pelopidas), Philip II was taken as hos- 
tage to Thebes. 

• 360/59 BC 

Philip II, the greatest man that Europe had ever 
given (Theop., F.GR. H., f, 27) united Macedonia and 
enforced Macedonian dominance upon the neighboring 
nations; in 357 Athens declared war against him, inside 
it was divided into anti-Macedonians, so called Helle- 



18 



HISTORY 



nists (Demosthenes, Hyperides, Lykurgos) and pro-Ma- 
cedonians or Philipists (Isokrates, Eubylos, Philokrates 
and others); in the year 356 Athens established an anti- 
Macedonian coalition with the lllyrians, Thracians and 
the Paionians; Philip unified with the Chalkidian League; 
in 352 Philip became tagos of the Thessalian League; 
Demosthenes orated on the four Philipika: I (351), II (344) 
and III and IV (341), and the three Olynthians in 349; in 
349 Philip demolished Stageira, the birthplace of Aristotle, 
and in 348 the town Olynthos was demolished (Diod., 
XVI, 53); in 345 the lllyrians were conquered, except 
those who lived along the Adriatic Sea (Isokr., Phil. 21); 
in 342 Thessalia was divided in tetrachies; in Thrace, 
Macedonian strategy, he founded the town Philipopolis; 
from 343 - 340 Aristotle came to Macedonia as teacher 
to Alexander; in 340 Philip besieged Byzantion and 
Perinthos, he was in war with the Skythians (lust., IX, 2), 
the sixteen year old Alexandar replaced him on the throne 
and undertook a campaign to the Maidoi and established 
the city Alexandropolis; in 339 Plilip defeated the 
Triballians on the northern border of Macedonia. 

• 338 BC 

The Hellenes were defeated during the battle at 
Chaironea; Philip became a hegemon to the Hellenes 
who signed the mutual peace agrement in Corinth (koine 
eirene) with which he gave them autonomy and free- 
dom under the following conditions: prohibition of mu- 
tual wars and unifications; prohibition of changes in 
organisation by force; prohibition for driving into exile 
and confiscation of property of political opponents; pro- 
hibition for return of political refugees; for death penal- 
ties; for army service in foreign countries; for abolish- 
ment of debts; for slave freedom; prohibition for re-as- 
signing of the land. The Hellenes had to swear that they 
would obey the conditions and that they will not rebel, 
not only against Philip, but also against his successors 
as well. The four military bases, Akrokorinthos, the 
Theban Kadmeia, Halkis on Euboia and Ambrakia, were 
a guarantee for peace. This mutual peace - koine eirene 
dictated by the conqueror, was not a league at all (it did 
not have the word symachia), but a fiction which was to 
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disguise Macedonian dominance in Greece, a tempo- 
rary institution for including the Greek poleis in the mon- 
archy much more easily. Instead of taxes Philip assigned 
military obligation: there were Greek soldiers in the cam- 
paigns in the East, but they did not participate in any of 
the battles because they were, in a way, hostages for 
peace and a guarantee for safety in the background - 
the Greek land; not only did they not have an important 
role in any of the battles but there were no Greek com- 
manders either, they were not even present in the Ma- 
cedonian phalanx. 

• 336 BC 

Alexander 111. In the midst of preparations for the 
campaign against Persia, in order to settle the question 
of hegemony in the East Mediterranean, Philip was killed 
in Aigai during the wedding of his daughter Cleopatra to 
Alexander from Epeiros. 

• 336 BC 

Alexander III, renewed koine eirene in autumn 
and Macedonian dominance over the Thracians, 
Tribalians and lllyrians, was in war with the Getai being 
the first military leader to cross the river Istros (Danube); 
he overtook the rebelling Thebes, which was demol- 
ished after a decision made by the council of Korinthos 
(synedrion); inheriting the most powerful country, with 
the most organized and most unified army, Alexander III 
of Macedon not only continued the campaign towards 
the East (Arr., Annab) in 334 but also made the expedi- 
tion of all times, making him the only invincible military 
leader in the history deserving the epithet aniketos, 
stretching not only the borders of the Ecumene towards 
the East but also increasing the knowledge of that time, 
giving the world a new appearance. He was the begin- 
ning of the new historical epoch - Hellenistic (Macedo- 
nian) period which lasted untill the fall of the last Mace- 
donian monarchy (that of the Ptolemaios Lagou in Egypt) 
under Roman rule after the defeat in the battle at Actium, 
in the year 31 BC. 

• 323 BC 

After the death of Alexander, in the struggles for 
dominance of his associates, the Diadochi, both his sons 
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were killed before reaching adult age. This meant the 
disappearance of the dynasty of Argeadai. As a result of 
this and of the Celtic invasion (285 - 277/6) Macedonia 
was in chaos. 

• 277 BC 

Antigonos Gonatas, the grandson of Antigonos the 
One-eyed, founded the second Macedonian dynasty, 
Antigonids, whose rule was filled with battles in order to 
maintain Macedonian dominance in Greece and to pro- 
tect it from the Dardarian attacks. 

• 221- 179 BC Philip V 

I Roman -Macedonian war, 215-205; II Roman 
- Macedonian war, 200 - 196; 

• 179-168 BC Perseus 

III Roman - Macedonian war, 171 - 168. Per- 
seus was defeated in the battle at Pydna and at that 
moment started the new counting of the time for the 
Macedonians (so called Macedonian provincial era); 
Macedonia falls under Roman protectorate ( it was de- 
prived of its external independence but retained inter- 
nal self governance). It was divided into four parts 
(meres, partes, regiones, T. Liv., XLV, 30, 2); they were 
forbidden mutual marriages and trade; exploitation of 
the gold and silver mines; the prominent Macedonians 
older than 15 had to leave Macedonia'Voluntarily" 
(threatened with death), in order, by economical and 
military division, to prevent renewal of the country and 
rebellions aimed at foreign dominance. 

• 149- 148 BC 

Uprising of Andriskos known as Pseudo-Philippos 
(T. Liv. XLII, 52; Polyb., XXXVI, 10). 

• 148BC 

Macedonia was given the status of a province 
(Roman army and administration), making it a target for 
neighboring attacks, serving as basis for Roman con- 
quests to the North and Northeast; the newly conquered 
territories were under the governance of this first Ro- 
man province in the Balkans (until they became 
organised as provinces) in the North to the River Danube, 
in the East to the Black Sea (Pontos Euxinos) and in the 
South to the Peloponnesos. 
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• cca 51 AD 

For the first time on European soil, in the Mace- 
donian towns Philippi, Thessalonik/ and Beroea, the 
Apostle Paul preached Christianity (Acta apos., XVI, id. 
XVII); in 52 and 53 he sent epistles to the people of 
Thessaloniki (Epist Thess); in 57 he came to Macedonia 
again, and in 63 he sent epistles to the people of Philippi 
(Epist, Philipp). 

• III / IV 

The economic and social crisis in the second half 
of the 3 rd century was increased by the barbarian at- 
tacks from the North. Because of the Gothic attacks the 
Macedonian towns built fortresses around them, Mace- 
donia was divided into two provinces, Macedonia Prima 
and Macedonia Salutarus. 

• V 

■ The Huns attack at the beginning of the century 
and the Ostroghotes attack at the end of the century, in 
447 Stobi (P. Gradsko) and Herakleia Lynkestis (Bitola) 
were demolished; Macedonia was divided again into 
Macedonia Prima and Macedonia Secunda. 

• VI 

In 518 an earthquake demolished Scupi (nowday 
Skopje); the Slavic attacks started, in 517 they devastated 
the Macedonian provinces (Comes Marcelinus); in 578/9 
and 581 there were big Slavic invasions, in 586/7 they 
reached Peloponnesus; the Macedonian fortresses (Proc, 
De aedif., IV, B 279 - B 280) were renewed, the number of 
cities dropped from 100 to about 40 (Const., De them.). 

• VII 

The process of ethno-genesis of the modern Ma- 
cedonian people by mixing of the natives, the ancient 
Macedonians and the Slavs started. 

• VIII 

The dukedom Berzitia, with archduke Akamir, 
existed on the territory of Macedonia. The dukedom cov- 
ered central Macedonia, from Skopje, in the North, to 
Kostur (nowday Kasforia) in the South. 

• IX 

The Slavic tribes in Macedonia accepted Christian- 
ity as their own religion. The brothers, Cyril and Methodius, 
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who created the Slavic alphabet, were promoters of Chris- 
tianity and founders of Slavic literacy among the Slavic 
people. Through their activity, the language of the Slavs 
from Macedonia, after the Greek, Latin and Jewish, be- 
came the fourth official language in which Christianity 
would be spread in Europe. Their students, Clement and 
Naum of Ohrid, were the founders of the literary school in 
Ohrid, which was the first Slavic University. 

• X 

The Macedonian Medieval State was established 
during the period of czar Samouil (976- 1018). 

• XI 

The Ohrid Archbishopric, with main seat in Ohrid, 
was founded during the rule of czar Samouil; Petar Delian 
organized a rebellion (1 040 - 1 041 ); Gjorgji Voytech or- 
ganized a rebellion (1072). 

• XII 

The Macedonian feudal lord Dobromir Hrst be- 
came independent (1185). 

• XIII 

The rule of the Macedonian feudal lord Strez 
(1207-1214). 

• XIV 

The rule of the dynasty Volkasin in Macedonia 
(1 366 - 1 395), The King Dimitria Volkasin (1 366 - 1 371 ) 
and the King Marko (1 371 - 1 395) having Prilep as their 
center. Near the end of XIV century Macedonia fell un- 
der Turkish rule and remained as such for five centuries 
(1392-1912). 

• XVI 

In Mariovo and Prilep the people had begun an 
uprising against the Turkish rule (1564/65). 

• XVII 

The Karpos uprising ("Karposevo vostanie") had 
begun (1689). 

• XVIII 

The Ohrid Archbishopric was canceled (1767). 

• XIX 

The nineteenth century represents a period of 
growth for Macedonian renaissance. The foundations of 
modern Macedonian literature, literacy and development 
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of education were established. Most distinguished rep- 
resentatives are: Kiril Peicinovic, Joakim Krcovski, Geor- 
gia Puleski, Parteni Zografski, Jordan Hadzi Konstantinov 
-Dzinot, Dimitarand Konstantin Miladinov, GrigorPrlicev, 
KuzmanSapkarev... 

Under the leadership of bishop Theodosios, from 
Skopje, an initiative was given for an independent Ma- 
cedonian Orthodox Church, by renewal of the Ohrid 
Archbishopric. 

In the second half of the XIX century the national 
and revolutionary struggles for freedom in Macedonia 
began: the uprisings in Razlovci (1876), and Kresna 
(1878). 

• 23 rd October 1893 

In Thessaloniki D-r HristoTatarcev, Damian Gruev, 
Petar Pop Arsov, Ivan Hadzi Nikolov, Anton Dimitrov and 
Hristo Batandziev founded the Macedonian revolution- 
ary organization . The basic aim of the organization was 
the achievement of an autonomy for Macedonia. Lead- 
ers and ideologists were Goce Delcev and Gjorce Petrov. 

• April 1903 

The Revolutionaries of Salonika. A group of Ma- 
cedonian revolutionaries, known as "Gemidzii", carried 
out a series of attacks on a number of buildings in Thes- 
saloniki in order to draw the attention of the European 
public towards the situation of the Macedonian people. 

• August2, 1903 

The llinden uprising had begun. The rebels in the 
town of Krusevo organized their own power, well known 
as the Republic of Krusevo ("Krusevska Republika"), 
which lasted 10 days. 

• 1903 

Krste Petkov - Misirkov published the book "On 
Macedonian Matters" ("Za makedonskite raboti") in which 
he projected the principles for standardization of the 
Macedonian literary language. 

• 1908 

The Young Turk revolution. The Young Turk move- 
ment, lead by the Young Turk committee, had the aim of 
reforming the Turkish country and making social and po- 
litical reforms in Macedonia. The Macedonian revolution- 
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ary organization, through (Yane) Sandanski and the newly 
formed national federal party, actively took part in the Young 
Turk movement for achieving autonomy for Macedonia. 

• 1912 

First Balkan War in which the allied Balkan coun- 
tries, Serbia, Bulgaria, Monte Negro and Greece, 
achieved victory over Turkey. 

• June 1913 

The Tikves Uprising took place against the new 
Serbian occupational dominance in Tikves after the First 
Balkan War. The rebels freed almost all of the Tikves 
region, including the towns of Kavadarci and Negotino. 
In bringing the uprising to an end the Serbian military 
forces killed about 1,200 people and burnt more than 
1,000 houses. 

• 1913 

The Second Balkan War was led by the country 
allies from the First Balkan War (Serbia, Greece, Bul- 
garia) with the aim of ruling Macedonia. 

• August 10, 1913 

Peace treaty in Bucharest - the territory of Mace- 
donia was partitioned into three parts among Bulgaria, 
Serbia and Greece. 

• September 1913 

In the region of Debar and Struga there was an 
uprising against the Serbian occupation immediately af- 
ter the Second Balkan War. The rebellions, led by Inter- 
nal Macedonian Revolutionary Organisation (VMRO = 
IMRO) and the Albanian Revolutionary Committee, freed 
the towns of Debar, Ohrid, Struga and Kicevo. 

• 1914-1918 

First World War. In 1 91 5 Bulgaria occupied Mace- 
donia. 

• 1919 

Peace conference in Versailles. The partioning of 
Macedonia was sanctioned, in the course of which the 
geographic, natural and ethnic unity of Macedonia was 
partitioned by the Balkan countries: The Kingdom of 
Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia, Bulgaria, Greece and Al- 
bania. The Vardar part of Macedonia fell under the rule 
of the newly formed Kingdom SHS. 
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• 1919 

"VMRO" was restored under the leadership of the 
new Central Committee: Todor Aieksandrov, Aleksandar 
Protogerov and Petar Caulev. The main aim of the orga- 
nization was to free Macedonia and create an autonomus 
and independent country within its geographical and 
economical borders. 

• May 6, 1924 

The May manifest was signed in Vienna by the 
members of the Central Committee of VMRO. Its aim 
was to unite the Macedonian revolutionary forces into 
a single Macedonian revolutionary front for freedom and 
unification of the partitioned territories of Macedonia, 
making it an independent and single political unit, within 
its natural geographical and ethnographical borders. 

• February 1925 

The VI Congress of VMRO took place, a new 
Central Comrnitte of VMRO was formed with the mem- 
bers Ivan Mihajlov, Aleksandar Protogerov and Georgi 
Pop Hristov. The aim of VMRO remained the same: fight 
to unite the partitioned Macedonia within its geographi- 
cal borders and achieving complete political autonomy. 

• October 1925 

VMRO (United) was founded in Vienna under the 
leadership of DimitarVlahov, Pavel Satev, Georgi Zankov, 
Rizo Rizov, Vladimir Pop Timov and Hristo Yankov. Their 
main objective was: to free Macedonia within its geo- 
graphical and economical borders and create an inde- 
pendent political unit that will become an equal member 
of the future Balkan Federation. In Greece, under the 
pressure of The League of Nations, a textbook about 
the Macedonian language for education of the Macedo- 
nians in Greece, the "Abecedar," was published. 

• March 1926 

The Macedonian Young People's Secret Revolu- 
tionary Organization ("Makedonska mladinska tajna re- 
volucionerna organizacija" -MMTRO) was founded with 
the aim of helping VMRO in their fight for freedom of 
Macedonia and for unification of its three parts into one 
autonomous political unit. 
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• 1938 

The first collection of poems "Fire" ("Ogin") from 
Venko Markovski was published in Macedonian. 

• 1939 

Publication of "White Dawns" ("Beli Mugri"), a col- 
lection of poems in Macedonian from the first modern 
Macedonian poet Koco Racin. 

• 1940 

Metodija Satorov - Sarlo became Political Sec- 
retary of the Provincial Committee of the Communist 
Party in Macedonia. It was the beginning of the realiza- 
tion of the Macedonian national platform: making a 
Macedonian country as part of Yugoslavia, having se- 
cessionai rights. 

• 1941 

The Bulgarian and Italian military forces occupy 
the Vardar part of Macedonia. 

• October 11, 1941 

Beginning of an armed battle in Macedonia with 
a national and revolutionary character, for the realiza- 
tion of an independent Macedonian state. 

• 1943 

The Communist Party of Macedonia was founded. 
The first military unit of the Macedonian army was formed. 
The process for creation of government authorities- "Na- 
rodnoosloboditelni Odbori" (National Councils for Libera- 
tion) began. The Main headquarters of NOV (People's 
Liberation War) issued the Manifest expressing the aims 
of the liberation war. 

• August 2, 1944 

The First session of the Antifascist Council for the 
National Liberation of Macedonia, ASNOM was held at 
the monastery of St. Prohor Pcinski . The ASNOM pre- 
sidium was formed then. Metodia Andonov Cento was 
its first President. A decision was reached to constitute a 
modern Macedonian country that will become part of the 
new Federal Yugoslavia. 

• April 1945 

The first Macedonian government was founded 
with Lazar Kolisevski as its first President. 
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• July 17, 1967 

The Ohrid Archbishopric was renewed as the 
Macedonian Orhodox Church on September 8, 1991. 
There was also a referendum when the people voted for 
the independence of the Republic of Macedonia. 

• November 17, 1991 

The Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia was 
passed according to which ". . . Macedonia is constituted 
as a national country of the Macedonian people which 
guarantees complete civil equality and permanent mu- 
tual living of the Macedonian people with the Albanians, 
Turks, Vlachs, Romas and the other nationalities living 
in the Republic of Macedonia." 

• April 8, 1993 

The Republic of Macedonia was admitted in the 
United Nations. 
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Political System 

• The establishment of the political system of par- 
liamentary democracy in the Republic of Macedonia was 
based on the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Socialist Republic of Macedonia, adopted by the Assem- 
bly in the end of 1990. These amendments created an 
institutional frame for the development of a political sys- 
tem and the fulfillment of the legitimate right of the Ma- 
cedonian people to its own state, to transform it from a 
federal unit into an independent state. 

• Following the Amendments, the Assembly 
adopted the Law on Election of Representatives, the Law 
on Constituencies and the Law on Political Organiza- 
tion. Consequently, the necessary conditions were cre- 
ated for the first multi-party parliamentary elections \n 
the Republic of Macedonia. After general and direct elec- 
tions by a secret ballot, held in November 1990, the first 
multi-party Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia was 
constituted. 

Immediately after its convocation, the Assembly 
of the Republic of Macedonia began intense activities 
on enacting acts, which created the legal pre-conditions 
for the establishment of the Republic of Macedonia as 
an independent and sovereign state. 

• In this context, having achieved a general con- 
sensus of the political parties represented in the Assem- 
bly, the Assembly adopted a Declaration, expressing the 
sovereignty of the Republic of Macedonia. The Declara- 
tion gave supremacy of the republic constitutional order 
to the federal one. The Declaration also expressed the 
position for independence and territorial integrity of the 
Macedonian state and the right of the Macedonian people 
to self-determination, including the right to secession. 
This act especially pointed out to the need to adopt a 
new constitution, with which the future state order would 
be determined. 

• In August 1991 the Assembly issued a notice of 
referendum in order that the citizens give their opinion 



31 



FACTS ABOUT MACEDONIA 



on the establishment of Macedonia as a sovereign and 
independent state. Based on the results of the referen- 
dum, held on 8 September 1 991 , the Assembly adopted 
a Declaration, which confirmed the referendum results 
and established the basic principles of the international 
capacity of the state. The process of gaining indepen- 
dence of the state and the establishment of the political 
system of parliamentary democracy was rounded up with 
the adoption of the new Constitution of the Republic of 
Macedonia on November 17, 1991. 

The new Constitution confirmed the character and 
organization of the state and the Republic of Macedonia 
is defined as a sovereign, independent, democratic and 
social state, in which the sovereignty originates from the 
citizens and belongs to the citizens. The Constitution laid 
down the constitutional basis for a new organization of 
the state authority and for developing parliamentary de- 
mocracy, in which citizen's freedoms and rights and their 
protection are the basis of the system. As fundamental 
values of the state order, the Constitution laid down the 
rule of law, the division of the state power, political plu- 
ralism and free general and democratic elections, free 
expression of the ethnic affiliation, the legal protection of 
ownership, the freedom of the market and enterpreneur- 
ship, local self-government, respect of generally accep- 
ted provisions of international law. 

Defined in this way, the fundamental values of the 
constitutional order, especially the principle of division 
of powers to legislative, executive and judiciary, parlia- 
mentary democracy and the rule of law determined the 
basic form of the political system of the state. In its imple- 
mentation and further development, the principles of 
European democracy are applied, particularly develop- 
ment of civil society, based on independent judiciary, free- 
dom of association, and enhancement of inter-ethnic 
relations, freedom of speech and freedom of press, in- 
violability of ownership, freedom of religion and gender 
equality. 

Furthermore, processes aimed at radical reforms 
of the economic and political life take place in Mace- 
donia, thus establishing a new system of values of mar- 
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ket economy and stable parliamentary democracy. These 
processes in the economic system have resulted in a 
dominant position of the private ownership and defined 
the framework for the public sector towards its further 
transformation to private ownership. In the field of 
economy, a strict monetary policy has been applied. 
Measures of macroeconomic policy have been intro- 
duced in order to incite and speed up the economic de- 
velopment and to overcome the present economic and 
social crisis. To this aim, efforts have been made to at- 
tract foreign investment, to develop small and medium 
enterprises, to enhance employment, and reforms in the 
financial, banking and tax system have been undertaken.. 

• The judiciary, as an important segment of the 
socio-political system, functions independently and au- 
tonomously and as the third power that guarantees the 
rule of law. 

• The right to local self-government is guaran- 
teed to citizens. Self-government units are the munici- 
palities. The municipalities are financed by their own in- 
come determined by Law, as well as by state support. 
The local-self-government is regulated by Law. In Ma- 
cedonia there are 123 municipalities and the City of Skop- 
je as a special self-government unit. 

• The state administration carries out its work in 
conditions of depolitization, striving to transform into a 
public service of the citizens and the economic agents. 

• In the field of public services, education has 
been freed of ideology and curricula have been reformed 
in all educational institutions, in order to achieve free- 
dom and development of the creativity and self-initia- 
tive. In the field of health care, measures have been un- 
dertaken to transform it into national health protection 
system providing high-quality health protection services. 

• The development of democratic processes in 
the Republic of Macedonia has resulted in the establish- 
ment of numerous media, such as independent televi- 
sion and radio channels, as well as newspapers and 
magazines. It is of particular importance that some of 
them are printed, e.g. broadcast in the languages of 
ethnic minorities living in the Republic of Macedonia. 



33 



FACTS ABOUT MACEDONIA 



Such a development of media is supported by the state 
budget. 

• Mutual respect and tolerance among citizens 
of different ethnic origin is a principle, which has been 
sustained in the development of inter-ethnic relations in 
the Republic of Macedonia. This principle is an expres- 
sion of the for centuries lasting traditional and civilized 
co-existence on this Balkan areas. Minorities, in accor- 
dance with the Constitution, laws and international docu- 
ments enjoy all the rights and have all the responsibili- 
ties as citizens of the Republic of Macedonia. This pro- 
vides for the encouragement and protection of their eth- 
nic and cultural identity, as well as the protection of the 
integrity of the state as a whole. 

• In the development of its foreign policy, the Re- 
public of Macedonia stands for peaceful co-operation 
and resolution of international disputes by peaceful 
means, respecting and applying the principles of the UN 
Charter, the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter for New Eu- 
rope and the relevant OSCE and Council of Europe acts. 

• The Republic of Macedonia is a member of nu- 
merous international global and regional . organizations: 
the Organization of the United Nations, the Organiza- 
tion of Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the 
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC), as well as the 
Partnership for Peace Program, the Council of Europe, 
as well as regional initiatives for South-East Europe. With 
its active and constructive participation in these organi- 
zations, the Republic of Macedonia gives its contribu- 
tion to the development of peace and democracy, thus 
reinforcing its role in the solution of problems of interna- 
tional character and the establishment of its national in- 
terest on international level. 

So defined, the foreign policy of the Republic of 
Macedonia provides favorable international conditions 
to come closer to countries with developed democracy 
and market economy, to reinforce the policy of national 
security and to accelerate the implementation of the eco- 
nomic and political reforms in the state. 

Becoming a member of the euro-atlantic integra- 
tion, the European Union and NATO, is a strategic ob- 
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jective of the foreign policy of the Republic of Macedonia. 
This objective is based on the political and program aims 
of the political agents and the bodies of state power. 

One of the priorities of the foreign policy of the 
Republic of Macedonia is the regional policy. The Re- 
public of Macedonia takes part in almost all the regional 
initiatives in South-East Europe. Numerous are the ac- 
tivities of the Republic of Macedonia for the implemen- 
tation of the Stability Pact for South-East Europe, its prin- 
ciples and objectives. 

Further development of friendly relations and close 
co-operation with the neighboring countries, the Repub- 
lic of Albania, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of 
Greece and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the 
positive energy in the improvement of relations with these 
states is one of the priorities of the Macedonian foreign 
policy. 

In this way, the Republic of Macedonia will con- 
tinue to give its concrete contribution to the transforma- 
tion of South-East Europe in a region of peace, stability, 
security, prosperity and democracy. 
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The President of the State 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia rep- 
resents the state in the country and abroad. He is the 
Commander-in- Chief of the Armed Forces of Macedonia 
and the President of the Security Council of Macedonia. 

The President of the Republic is elected at gen- 
eral and direct elections by secret ballot. The fact that 
the President is directly elected by the citizens strength- 
ens his position as a part of the executive branch of the 
state's power. This mode of election grants to the Presi- 
dent an independent position toward the Assembly and 
provides independence and stability of his function in 
the system of power. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia is 
elected for a five-years term. A same person may be 
elected President for at most two terms. The President 
must be a citizen of the Republic of Macedonia, who is 
at least 40 years old at the day of election. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia ex- 
ercises his/her duties on the basis and within the frame- 
work of the Constitution and laws. 

The President nominates the mandator to consti- 
tute the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, ap- 
points and dismisses by decree ambassadors and other 
diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Macedonia 
abroad; accepts credentials and letters of recall of for- 
eign diplomatic representatives, grants decorations and 
medals in accordance with the Law; grants pardons in 
accordance with the law. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia has 
certain rights and duties concerning nominations, as well 
as appointments and recalls: he nominates two judges 
of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Macedonia, 
nominates two members of the Republic Judiciary Coun- 
cil; nominates three members of the Security Council of 
the Republic of Macedonia, nominates the members of 
the Council for Inter-ethnic Relations, appoints and re- 
calls other holders of state and public office defined by 
the Constitution and the law. 
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The President of the Republic of Macedonia con- 
cludes international agreements on behalf of the Republic 
of Macedonia. He/she can submit a proposal to join a 
union or community with other states or to dissociate 
from a union or community with other states; he can 
submit a proposal for joining or withdrawing member- 
ship in an international organization, while the decision 
is made by the Assembly. 

In the field of the state's defense, state of war and 
state of emergency, the President of the Republic is one 
of the bodies that can make a proposal to the Assembly 
to proclaim a state of war or determine a state of emer- 
gency. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia may 
decide not to sign the promulgation declaring a law. Thus, 
he has a right of a suspensory veto to a law adopted by 
the Assembly. 

The President is one of the subjects, which can 
submit a proposal to initiate amendments to the Consti- 
tution. 

In performing his office, the President is respon- 
sible in case of non-respect of the Constitution and the 
laws. The procedure of impeachment is initiated by the 
Assembly. If the Constitutional Court finds the Presi- 
dent responsible, his office terminates ex lege, by force 
of the Constitution. 

The office of the President of the Republic of Mace- 
donia is incompatible with performing any other public 
office, profession or duty in a political party. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia en- 
joys immunity. 

At least once a year, the president informs the 
Assembly on issues within his competence. 
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The actual President of the Republic of 
Macedonia is Mr. Boris Trajkovski. 




He was born in Strumi- 
ca in 1956. 

He graduated from the 
Faculty of Law in Skopje in 
1980. 

He is married and has two children. 

Mr. Trajkovski has a good knowledge of English. 

After the graduation, he worked several years as 
a lawyer in a construction firm. 

In 1 997 he was appointed Adviser to the Mayor of 
the Municipality of Kisela Voda. 

In December 1998 Mr. Trajkovski was elected 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Government of 
the Republic of Macedonia. 

He has been a member of the Party VMRO- 
DPMNE since 1992. In the period 1992-1999, under the 
mandate of the President of the Party, he chaired the 
Party's Committee on Foreign Policy. He carried out this 
task with a notable success. Namely, since 1993 he 
managed to promote the party diplomacy of VMRO- 
DPMNE in USA and Western Europe, enabling contacts 
with the leading personalities of the two biggest parties 
in USA and the leaders of the leading parties in Ger- 
many, France, Great Britain, Switzerland, Austria, Hun- 
gary, Greece and other countries. 

His intense work resulted in the reinforcement and 
promotion of the international reputation of the Party. 

In this context, his political experience was en- 
riched by the participation in over 80 international con- 
ferences, seminars and courses in the field of internati- 
onal policy, peace conferences, seminars on peaceful 
methods for resolution of international conflicts, confer- 
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ences on pan-European integration movements, confer- 
ences of people's and demo-christian parties in Europe, 
visits and studies in many world-wide known political and 
economic institutes, such as: the International Republi- 
can Institute, the National Democratic Institute, the Adam 
Smith Institute, the Westminster Foundation for Democ- 
racy, the Esberry College, the Amory University in At- 
lanta, as a member of the Organizational Board of the 
International Conference on Resolving Conflicts, the 
Chicago State University, etc. 

Mr. Trajkovski successfully applied the acquired 
political experience in performing the office of Deputy 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. His overall engagement in 
the work of the Government was directed at the estab- 
lishment and improvement of international contacts, with 
a focus on the integration of Macedonia in Euro-Atlantic 
structures. 

Four months after the election of the Government, 
with the beginning of the military conflict in our neigh- 
borhood, Mr. Boris Trajkovski, in his capacity as a coor- 
dinator of the Government's body for humanitarian aid 
and issues of refugees, had the responsible task to alle- 
viate the consequences of the refugee crisis. The suc- 
cessful resolution of this crisis is the best possible indi- 
cator for the successful fulfillment of this difficult task. 
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Assembly of the Republic of 
Macedonia 

According to the Constitution, the Assembly of the 
Republic of Macedonia is a representative body of the 
citizens and the legislative power is vested in it. The 
Assembly is a unicameral parliament, consisting of 120 
to 140 Representatives elected at general, direct and 
free elections by secret ballot. The term of office of the 
Representatives is four years. 

The Law stipulates that the Assembly of the Re- 
public of Macedonia consists of 120 Representatives, 
85 of which are elected after the majority principle, and 
35 are elected by the proportional principle. 

Representatives may not be recalled and perform 
their office professionally. Cases of incompatibility of the 
office of a Representative with performing another pub- 
lic offices and professions are defined by Law. Repre- 
sentatives enjoy immunity and the Assembly decides on 
their immunity. 

According to the Constitution, the Assembly is in 
permanent session and works on sittings. The organi- 
zation and functioning of the Assembly are regulated by 
the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia and the 
Rules of Procedure of the Assembly. 

The field of competence of the Assembly is stipu- 
lated by the Constitution. The Assembly is the sole body, 
which adopts and amends the Constitution. Thus, it can 
be stated that not only is the Assembly the legislative, 
but it is also the constitution-making body. 

As the unique legislative body of the Republic of 
Macedonia, the Assembly adopts laws and gives authen- 
tic interpretations of laws. In carrying out this power - to 
regulate by law the relations in all the fields of social life 
- the Assembly has no restrictions, neither the Constitu- 
tion gives the Assembly a possibility to transfer the leg- 
islative power to any other body in the state. 

Issuing a notice of referendum on issues within its 
competence is also within the powers of the Assembly. 

The Assembly has numerous other competencies: 
to set the public duties, to adopt the Budget of the Re- 
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public and the Final Account of the Budget; to adopt the 
Physical Plan of the state; to ratify international agree- 
ments; to decide on war and peace; to make a decision 
on a change of borders of the Republic; to make deci- 
sions on association in or disassociation from any form 
of union or community with other states; to decide on 
state reserves; to establish councils; to elect the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Macedonia, to elect judges 
of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Macedonia; 
to elect and recall judges; to elect, appoint and recall 
holders of other public offices when stipulated by the 
Constitution and by law; performs political control and 
supervision over the Government and other holders of 
public offices responsible before the Assembly; proclaims 
amnesty and carries out other tasks set by the Constitu- 
tion. 

In carrying out the duties within its competence, 
the Assembly also adopts decisions, declarations, reso- 
lutions, recommendations and conclusions. 

In order to carry out the tasks set by the Constitu- 
tion, the Assembly establishes permanent and ad-hoc 
working bodies. The Assembly establishes a Permanent 
Inquiry Committee for the Protection of the Freedoms 
and Rights of the Citizens. It can also establish inquiry 
committees for all fields an all issues of public interests. 

The Assembly establishes a Council for Inter-Eth- 
nic Relations. According to the Constitution, the Council 
is made up of: the President of the Assembly of the Re- 
public of Macedonia and by two members of Macedoni- 
an, Albanian, Turk, Vlach and Roma ethnic origin, as 
well as two members of other ethnic origin. The Council 
considers issues of inter-ethnic relations in the state and 
gives opinions and submits proposals for their solution. 
The Assembly is obliged to consider the Council's opin- 
ions and proposals and to make a decision concerning 
them. 

The structure of the Assembly after the parliamen- 
tary elections in 1998 is the following: 
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According to party affiliation: 

VMRO - Democratic Party 

for Macedonian National Unity 49 Representatives 



Social-Democratic Union 
of Macedonia 



27 Representatives 



- Party for Democratic Prosperity. 



14 Representatives 



- Democratic Alternative 



13 Representatives 



Party for Democratic Prosperity 
of Albanians - People's Democratic 
Party 



11 Representatives 



- Liberal-Democratic Party 



3 Representatives 



- Socialist Party of Macedonia. 



1 Representative 



- Alliance of Romas of Macedonia 



1 Representative 



According to ethnic origin: 

Macedonian. 92 Representatives 



- Albanian. 



25 Representatives 



- Roma, 



2 Representatives 



- Bosniak. 



1 Representative 



According to gender: 



- Male. 


112 Representatives 


- Female. 


8 Representatives 


According to education: 

- University graduates. 


108 Representatives 


- Higher education graduates 


6 Representatives 


- Secondary school graduates 


6 Representatives 


According to age: 

- Up to 30 years of age 


3 Representatives 


- Between 30 and 40 years of age. 


26 Representatives 


- Between 40 and 50 years of age 


51 Representatives 


- Between 50 and 60 years of age 


34 Representatives 


- Between 60 and 70 years of age 


5 Representatives 


- Between 70 and 80 years of age 


1 Representative 
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The Actual President of the Assembly 
of the Republic of Macedonia 
is Dr. Savo Klimovski 




Professor Dr. Savo Klimovski, 
born in Skopje in 1947. 

Graduated from the 
Law Faculty in Skopje, 1970, 
completed master's degree in 
1975, and accomplished his 
Ph. D. in Ljubjana in 1979 in the field of law. 

Elected for an assistant at the Law Faculty in Skop- 
je after graduation in 1971, later for a docent, associate 
professor and now a full-time professor at the Faculty. 

Dean of the Faculty of Law in Skopje for two man- 
dates, 1992-1996. 

Member of the Executive Board of the Assembly 
of the Socialist Republic of Macedonia and President of 
the Republic Committee on Education, Culture and Physi- 
cal Culture from 1986 to 1990. 

President of the Senate of the University "St. Cyril 
and Methodius" -Skopje. 

Published ten books among which: Constitutional 
Law, Poiiticai System and Parliamentary Law and more 
than one hundred scientific works from the field of law. 
Founder of the Democratic Alternative and mem- 
ber of the leadership of the party. 
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Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia 

The executive power is vested in the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia, which exercises its rights 
and duties on the basis and within the framework of the 

Constitution and law. 

The Government autonomously defines the policy 
of execution of laws and other acts of the Assembly and 
is responsible for their execution. 

The Government proposes laws, the Budget of 
the Republic and other acts adopted by the Assembly. It 
also gives opinions on proposals of laws and other acts 
proposed to the Assembly by other authorized initiators 
of proposals. The Government organizes and directs the 
work of the state administration and exercises control 
over its work. 

In the field of international relations, the Govern- 
ment decides on recognition of states and governments 
and establishes diplomatic and consular relations with 
other states. 

Within the competence of the Government is the 
right to propose candidates to be elected by the Assem- 
bly, as well as to appoint and recall holders of public and 
other offices determined by the Constitution and by law. 

The Government consists of a President of the 
Government (Prime Minister) and ministers, who may 
not be Representatives in the Assembly. The President 
of the Government and the Ministers enjoy immunity, 
and the Government decides on their immunity. The of- 
fice of the President of the Government and a minister is 
incompatible with performing other public offices or pro- 
fessions. 

For their work, the Government and each mem- 
ber of the government are responsible to the Assembly. 

The actual Government of the Republic of Mace- 
donia is a coalition government, including representa- 
tives of ethnic minorities. The Parties VMRO-DPMNE, 
DA and PDPA participate with their ministers in the Gov- 
ernment. 
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The Actual President of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia 
is Mr. Ljubco Georgievski 




Mr. Ljubco Georgievski 
was born in Stip, in 1966. 

Graduated from the 
Faculty of Philology-Compara- 
tive Literature Desk. 

Author of three books: 
"Apocalypse", 1988, and "City" - 1991 - books of poetry, 
as well as of the book of short stories entitled "Direct 
Interventions with Short Stories in the Anatomic Struc- 
ture of History"- 1999. 

He was one of the leading figures in the breaking 
down of the then Yugoslav communist regime, as well 
as the greatest advocate for independent and autono- 
mous Macedonian state and one of the most active ones 
in the establishment and functioning of the new multi- 
party system in the Republic of Macedonia. 

At only 25 years of age he became the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Macedonia, or as it was desig- 
nated by the then terminology, he became the Vice-Presi- 
dent to the President of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Eight months later he submitted his resignation to 
this office, unsatisfied with the manner and slowness of 
the transformation of the communist into a new demo- 
cratic system, 

Mr. Ljubco Georgievski is the President of the 
VMRO-DPMNE from its establishment until today. 

The political orientation of Mr. Ljubco Georgievski, 
has been and still is precise and clear. He is an advo- 
cate for autonomous and independent Republic of Mace- 
donia, a politician with anti-Communist positions, one of 
the main founders of the democratic system in Mace- 
donia and promoter of the ideas for market economy 
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and rapprochement of the Republic of Macedonia to the 
European and world economic and security systems. 

Composition of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia 

President of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia 

LJUBCO GEORGIEVSKI 



Members of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia 

MINISTERS: 



Mr. Nikola Kljusev 
Ms. Dosta Dimovska 



Mr. Dzevdat Nasufi 

Mr. Aieksandar Dimitrov 

Mr. Nikola Gruevski 

Mr. Borko Andreev 

Mr. Trajko Slave ski 

Mr. Dusko Kadievski 

Mr. Bobi Spirkovski 

Mr. Marjan Gjorcev 



Mr. Bedredin ibrahimi 



Mr. Gale Galev 

Mr. Nenad Novkovski 

Mr. Ljuben Paunovski 

Mr. Dragan Danilovski 



Minister of Defence 

Vice-President of the 
Government and Minister 
of Interior Affairs 

Minister of Justice 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Minister of Finance 

Minister of Economy 

Minister of Development 

Minister of Urban Planning 
and Construction 

Minister of Transport and 
Comunications 

Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Water 
Resources Management 

Vice-President of the 
Government, Minister of 
Labour and Social Welfare 

Minister of Education 

Minister of Science 

Minister of Culture 

Minister of Health 
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Mr. Georgi Boev 

Ms. Milijana B. Danevska 

Mr. Martin Trenevski 

Mr. Toni Popovski 

Mr. Dzemaili Saiti 

Mr. Vebi Bedzeti 
Mr. Vasil Tupurkovski 

Mr. Em ad Fejzulahu 
Mr Ad nan Kahil 



Minister of Sports and Youth 

Minister of Trade 

Minister of Emigration 

Minister of Environment 

Minister of Local-Self 
Government 

Minister of Information 

Vice-President of the 
Government 

Minister without Portfolio 

Minister without Portfolio 



Judiciary 

The judiciary in the Republic of Macedonia, based 
on the constitutional principles of independence and 
autonomy, provides for the democratic and legal char- 
acter of the state, through the rule of law and realization 
of the protection of human rights and freedoms. 

In the division of powers, the judiciary power in 
the Republic of Macedonia is exercised by courts. Courts 
are autonomous and independent, and are bound by the 
Constitution to judge on the basis of the Constitution and 
laws and international agreements, ratified in accordance 
with the Constitution. 

The organization of the judiciary is uniform. Ac- 
cording to the Constitution, the Supreme Court is the 
highest court in the Republic and it provides uniformity 
in the implementation of the laws by the courts. 

The types of courts, their sphere of competence, 
their establishment, cessation, organization and com- 
position, as well as procedure they follow are regulated 
by a law adopted by a majority vote of two-thirds of the 
total number of Representatives. 

The office of a judge is incompatible with other 
public office, profession or membership in a political party. 
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The Republic Judicial Council 

The Republic Judicial Council was for the first time 
established by the Constitution of the Republic of Mace- 
donia of 1991. In the context of the constitutional provi- 
sions, the Republic Judicia! Council is a body that should 
contribute to reinforce the office of judges and to achieve 
autonomy and independence of the judiciary. 

The Republic Judiciary Council is composed of 
seven members elected by the Assembly of the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia. The members' term of office is six years, 
with the right to one reelection. The members of the 
Republic Judiciary Council are granted immunity. It is 
the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia that decides 
on their immunity. 

The Republic Judicial Council proposes to the 
Assembly the election and discharge of judges, decides 
on the disciplinary responsibility of judges, assesses the 
expertise and ethics of judges in the performance of their 
office and proposes two judges to sit on the Constitu- 
tional Court of the Republic of Macedonia. From its mem- 
bers, the Republic Judicial Council elects a Chairman 
for a three-year term, without the right to reelection. 

The Public Prosecutor's Office 

The Public Prosecutor's Office is a unique and 
autonomous state body persecuting persons who have 
committed criminel and other offenses determined by 
law. It also performs other duties determined by law. 

The Public Prosecutor is appointed for a six year 
term and discharged by the Assembly, on the proposal 
of the Government. 

The Public Prosecutor is granted immunity and it 
is the Assembly that decides on his/her immunity. The 
offices of the Public Prosecutor is incompatible with the 
performance of any other public office, profession or 
membership in a political party. 
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Constitutional Court 

of the Republic of Macedonia 

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Mace- 
donia is a body of the Republic protecting constitutional- 
ity and legality, protecting human and citizen's freedoms 
and rights (in precisely defined cases). It also decides 
on the collision of powers between bodies of power in 
the Republic. 

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Mace- 
donia is composed of nine judges, elected by the As- 
sembly of the Republic of Macedonia, by a majority vote 
of the total number of Representatives. The judges' term 
of office is nine years, without the right to reelection. The 
judges of the Constitutional Court are elected from the 
ranks of outstanding members of the legal profession. 
The office of a judge of the Constitutional Court is in- 
compatible with the performance of any other public of- 
fice or membership in a political party. The judges of the 
Constitutional Court enjoy immunity, and it is the Consti- 
tutional Court that decides on their immunity. 

The Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia 
clearly defines the competence of the Constitutional 
Court and there is no possibility that its competence could 
be defined by law. The basic responsibility of the Consti- 
tutional Court is the appraisal of the constitutionality of 
laws and other acts, as well as of the legality of regula- 
tions and collective agreements. 

Furthermore, the Constitutional Court protects 
human's and citizen's freedoms and rights concerning 
the freedom of belief, conscience, political association 
and activity, as well as concerning the prohibition of dis- 
crimination of citizens on the basis of gender, religious, 
ethnic, social and political affiliation. 

It is the responsibility of the Constitutional Court 
to decide on the collision of powers between the holders 
of the legislative, the executive and the judicial power, 
as well as the collision of powers between the Republic 
authotities and the local self-government units. A par- 
ticularly significant task of the Constitutional Court is to 
decide on the responsibility of the President of the State. 
This Court is also responsible to decide on the legality of 
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programs and statutes of political parties and citizens' 
associations. 

The Public Attorney (Ombudsman) 

The Public Attorney is established as a body by 
the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia. The Pub- 
lic Attorney protects the constitutional and legal rights of 
citizens when violated by bodies of state administration 
and by other bodies and organizations with public man- 
dates. He/she is independent and autonomous in per- 
forming his/her duties, and performs tasks within his/her 
competence in accordance with the Constitution and the 
law. 

The Public Attorney is elected by the Assembly of 
the Republic of Macedonia for a term of eight years, with 
the right to one reelection. 
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ECONOMY 



Economy and Business 

Industry 

There are 10,671 economic entities working within 
industry and mining. They represent about 10% of the 
total number of economic entities. 

In 1998, the gross domestic product realized in 
industry and mining consisted of 21.8% of the overall 
structure. 

In 1999, about 118,000 workers were employed 
in industry and mining, so that the index of the workers 
in 1999 as compared with 1998 is 91.5%. During the 
Kosovo refugee crisis, a decrease of employment was 
registered in all the branches of industry except in the 
metalworking, leather and fur production and in tobacco 
production and processing. 

The average salary per worker in the industry for 
the period January-November in 1999 was 9,156 denars. 

Foreign Trade 

The overall volume of foreign trade of the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia in 1 999 was US$ 2,988 billion, with US$ 
1,192 billion export and US$ 1,796 billion import. 

The Republic of Macedonia has the greatest vol- 
ume of trade with: Germany, Yugoslavia, Greece, USA, 
Slovenia, Italy, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Croatia, Russia etc. 
The countries of the European Union are the ones which 
most participate in the trade. 

Dominant in the trade are the following branches 
of industry: textile industry, ferrous metallurgy, tobacco 
production and processing, production of non-ferrous 
metals, production of electrical machines and appliances, 
food and drinks production and so on. 

The most significant export goods are: tobacco, 
sheet metal products, textile products, non-alloyed zinc, 
cigarettes, wine, electrical conductors, ferrosilicon, medi- 
cines, footwear... 

So far, 121.8 million DM of foreign investments 
have been made in the privatization of industrial enter- 
prises. 
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Power Supply 

The total power consumption in the Republic of 
Macedonia amounts to about 110,000TJ. In the con- 
sumption of primary power, crude oil constitutes about 
30%, coal cca 50%, and the rest of about 30% goes to 
water power, natural gas, wood and geo-thermal energy. 

Home power production covers about 65% of the 
total needs, whereas the remaining 35% are imported. 

The basic power infrastructure in the Republic of 
Macedonia consists of electric power system, oil refin- 
ery, coal mines, gas line, wood for heating, central heat- 
ing systems and geo-thermal systems. 

The overall installed capacity for the electric power 
production is 1,440 MW, with annual production of 6,169 
GWh, out of which 1,010 MW are obtained from ther- 
moelectric power plants with annual production of 4,739 
GWh (two thermoelectric power plants running on coal 
and one on crude oil) and 430 MW from water power 
plants with annual production of 1,430 GWh. 

Most of the needs for oil derivatives are covered 
by crude oil processing in oil refinery OKTA(Rafinerija 
na nafta- Skopje), which has been working since 1982 
and whose capacity is 2,500,000 tons. 

There are four coal mines in the Republic of Ma- 
cedonia with a total annual production of about 7.2 mil. 
tons. Two of these mines belong to the thermoelectric 
plants and only supply the electric power production (7 
mil. tons), while the other two have smaller capacity 
(100,000 tons each) and their purpose is to meet the 
industry and households needs. The coal mined in the 
Republic of Macedonia is lignite, with an average heat- 
ing value of 6,500 to 8,000 KJ/k. 

Gas Pipeline 

In the Republic of Macedonia, the first stage of the 
gas pipeline system construction has been completed. 
The capacity of this pipeline is 800,000 m 3 /per an. 
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Heating Systems 

Two heating systems work In the Republic of Ma- 
cedonia, one with a capacity of 550 MW, using crude oil 
as fuel, and a smaller one of 1 2 MW, with lignite as fuel. 

The annua! consumption of wood for heating in 
the Republic of Macedonia is about 900,000 tons, with 
800,000 tons for the households and 100,000 tons for 
the industry, only for heating purposes. 

There are several regions in the Republic of Ma- 
cedonia where geo-thermal energy is used, mainly for 
heating of green houses. In spite of the fact that geo- 
thermal energy participates with only 0.4% in the total 
consumption of energy, it still plays an important role in 
the regions in which it is used. 

Legislative Issues 

In the Republic of Macedonia, the Power Supply 
Act is effective and it clearly states the activities in the 
field of power supply which are of public interests, the 
possibilities of the entities to perform these activities, the 
form of organization, the competence of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia and other entities, the re- 
lationship between the providers and the users of en- 
ergy, the ways of increasing power efficiency, environ- 
mental protection, supervising and penalty provisions. 

This Act includes the following provisions: Meth- 
odology for Pricing Different Kinds of Power, General 
Terms of Delivery of Different Kinds of Power, Tariff Sys- 
tems for Selling Different Kinds of Power, Criteria and 
Terms for Consumption Rationing of Particular Kinds of 
Power in Case of General Shortage, Licences for Carry- 
ing out of Power Supply Activities, etc.. 

Power Supply Development 

In the Republic of Macedonia, a Strategy for Power 
Supply Development of the State until the Year 2020 is 
being prepared, in cooperation with the American com- 
pany "Electrotech" within the USAID project. This strat- 
egy should include adequate research work in the field of 
resources, several economic development scenarios and 
corresponding forecasts about the future needs for power. 
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The other development documents in the field of 
power supply which are under way are the following: 
Electric Power Supply Development in the State, Feasi- 
bility Studies for the Gas Pipeline Development, Study 
of the Vardar Valley Integral Development, Power Effi- 
ciency Strategy, Public Sector Investment Program in 
the State, and others. 

Investment Activities 

a) Hydroelectric power facilities - Hydroelectric 
Power Plant "Kozjak", HPP "Cebren", HPP "Boskov 
Most", HPP "Matka II", Reconstruction of the HPP "Matka 
", Small hydroelectric power plants, Long distance power 
ines, re vital ization of existing hydroelectric power plants; 

b) Gas pipeline facilities -Adaptation of the natu- 
ral gas industry facilities, TE-TO Skopje - Istok natural 
gas, TE-TO Skopje Zelezara natural gas, Revitalization 
of the gas pipeline Skopje, Cement Factory "Sar" - Gen- 
eral Jankovic - Kosovo; 

c) Oil pipeline facilities - The Oil Pipeline Skopje 

- Salonika and The Oil Pipeline "AMBO"; 

d) Efficient power usage projects', 

e) Electrification of non-electrified villages. 

International Activities 

The Republic of Macedonia is involved in numer- 
ous international institutions and projects, as well as in 
international commissions, such as: 

a) Institutions: 

• Agreement for power charter (Transit of Power Mate- 
rials and Products Work Group) -Additional Investments 
Contract Work Group, Implementation of the Efficient 
Power Usage Protocol Work Group, Power Charter Con- 
ferences; 

- Black Sea Power Region (Conference for Strategic Is- 
sues of the Region) Project Business Meetings; 

• SECI (Southeast European Cooperation Initiative) 
Electric Power Supply (head office in Skopje), Natural 
Gas (head office in Sarajevo) and Efficient Power Us- 
age (head office in Budapest); 

• CEI (Central European Initiative)- Power Supply. 
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b) Projects: 

• Electric power regional market on the Balkans; 

• Demonstrations} zone for efficient power usage; 

• Finishing of the geothermal system in Kocani and Vi- 
nica (Austrian help); 

• Increasing efficient power usage in the Joint-Stock 
Company "Evropa"- Skopje, Joint-Stock Company "Lo~ 
zar" - Veles and the Melting Plant "Topilnica" - Veles 
(Dutch help); 

• Telephone and information system for connecting elec- 
tric power plant dispatching systems; 

• Creating regional network for efficient resource ex- 
ploiting in the countries of Southeast Europe; 

• Energy policy in the countries of the European Union re- 
lated to environment protection and energy efficiency- pos- 
sibilities for its application in the Republic of Macedonia; 

• Cooperation projects with neighboring countries. 

c) International commissions: 

• Power Supply Commissions with Yugoslavia; 

• Commissions for International Waters with Greece; 

• Commissions for the Vardar Valley with Turkey; 

• Power Supply Commissions with Albania; 

• Commissions for Economic Cooperation with Russia; 

• Commissions for Economic Cooperation with Croatia. 

Tourism 

The three natural lakes, Ohrid, Prespa and Dojran, 
develop into popular summer tourist centers. Most im- 
portant for the development of tourism in Macedonia is 
Lake Ohrid, which, due to its natural values, has been 
placed under UNESCO's protection together with the 
town of Ohrid. There are many hotels, resorts, camps 
and other tourist facilities on their coasts. 

Considering the fact that the Republic of Mace- 
donia is mainly a mountainous country, there are won- 
derful conditions for winter tourism development. Popova 
Sapka, Mavrovo, Krusevo, Pelister, Galicica and Ponikva 
are charming winter tourist centres, providing lodging, 
cableways and chair lifts. 

Health tourism has a long tradition, based on the 
existence of 70 mineral water springs with healing 
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characteristincs. Some of them (the spas Katlanovo, 
Negorska Banja, Debarska Banja, Kosovrasti and 
Banjsko) have good hotels and recreation facilities, and 
also provide medical services. 

Tourism has a significant place in the overall eco- 
nomic and social development of the country. This is not 
only due to the natural beauties, but also because of the 
80,000 beds, 15,000 being in the primary lodging facili- 
ties and the rest in the camps, tourist projects and other 
accompanying objects. Each year these places are vis- 
ited by 550,000 people who realize 2,500,000 overnight 
accomodations. 

The Republic of Macedonia is ecologically clean. 
Its well preserved countryside offers excellent possibili- 
ties for rest and recreation. It implies possibilities for fish- 
ing and hunting, mountain climbing, mountain biking and 
other alternative tourism activities. 

Trade 

The basic characteristic of the Macedonian for- 
eign trade policy is the development of open trade rela- 
tionships within the framework of international trade, re- 
specting the multilateral trade principles of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

The Republic of Macedonia, in accordance with 
the achieved level of economic growth, legally and insti- 
tutionally enforces the basic principles of WTO: 

• Trade without discrimination; 

• Promoting fair competition; 

• Implementation of system economic reforms; 

• Planned and growing approach to markets. 

One of the goals of the foreign trade policy of the 
Republic of Macedonia is through foreign trade liberal- 
ization to create a favorable setting for domestic pro- 
ducers and entrepreneurs to increase their activities and 
to create conditions through the foreign competition to 
adapt them to the world quality standards. 
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Key Principles 

Concluded Agreements are based on the follow- 
ing principles: 

• The Free Trade Agreements should help towards over- 
coming the disadvantages of the small internal market; 

• The purpose of the Free Trade Agreements is to gradu- 
ally eliminate the obstacles in mutual trade, in accor- 
dance with the provisions of Article XXIV of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade - GATT-1994 and the 
Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO. 

The provisions of the Free Trade Agreements con- 
cluded by the Republic of Macedonia include implemen- 
tation of: 

• WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade; 

• WTO Agreement on Agriculture; 

• WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Mea- 
sures; 

• WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intel- 
lectual Property Rights; 

• Articles VII, VIII, XX, XXII of the GATT-1994. 

The level of trade liberalization between the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia and countries that have already signed 
Free Trade Agreements flows from 88% to 97% of indus- 
trial products within Chapters 25 to 97 of the Harmonized 
Customs Tariff, with the exception of the products listed in 
Annex 1 of the Agricultural Agreement of WTO. 

Customs Tariff 

The Republic of Macedonia, aiming at open for- 
eign trade policy, has made an essential reform in the 
customs system and customs tariffs. 

The Law on Customs Tariff (1 996) coordinates the 
customs tariff after the EU Harmonized Nomenclature 
for the Common Tariff to the level of about 75% . 

The Republic of Macedonia has approached the 
International Convention on harmonized system of 
names and code marks and uses the methodology of 
tariff classification in the preparation of the National No- 
menclature, thus ensuring its uniform application. 

An average non-weighted burden of 26.59% has 
been reduced to 15.13%, which basically represents a 
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significant increase in the liberalization level in foreign 
trade of the Republic of Macedonia. 

List of Free Trade Agreements 

• Agreement of Free Trade between the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia and the Republic of Slovenia, signed 
on July 1, 1996; 

• Agreement of Free Trade between the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia and the Republic of Croatia, signed on 
May 9, 1997; 

• Agreement of Free Trade between the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria, signed on 
October 13, 1999; 

• Agreement of Free Trade between the Republic 
of Macedonia and the Republic of Turkey, signed on Au- 
gust 7, 1 999; 

• Agreement of Free Trade between the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Macedonia and the Federal 
Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
signed on September 4, 1996. 

Foreign Investments 

The efforts of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia are focused toward attracting direct foreign 
investments in the public and private sectors and pro- 
viding non credit types of financing, especially conces- 
sions. 

Documents have been prepared on investment op- 
portunities, with special emphasis on the Program on Stimu- 
lating Investments. There are 44 priority projects of Mace- 
donian companies seeking foreign partners. Their total value 
is around US$ 269.1 million, out of which US$ 136.55 mil- 
lion need to be financed by foreign investors. 

The country is open to all types of cooperation. 
Not only does Macedonia have a cheap workforce to 
offer - the cheapest off all the countries in transition, but 
it is also highly educated, which is very important, Ma- 
cedonia has always had a high number of educated 
people with university degrees, in relative terms, the high- 
est percentage among all the republics of former Yugo- 
slavia. 
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The foreign currency reserves at the end of 1998 
reached a level of US$ 333.5 million, while at the mo- 
ment they are more than US$ 400 million, which is ap- 
proximately sufficient to cover a three-months of imports. 

Macedonia has maintained macroeconomic sta- 
bility and low inflation in the last 5 years. 

In 1996, the new Law on Trading Companies en- 
tered into force. According to it, the following types of 
companies exist in Macedonia: joint-stock company, lim- 
ited liability, general partnership, limited partnership, sole 
proprietor and limited partnership by stock. 

The EL) is the biggest trade partner to the Repub- 
lic of Macedonia, according to the structure of foreign 
trade by regions. Its share in the total foreign exchange 
volume of Macedonia accounts to 60%. 

Foreign Trade Policy 

The Republic of Macedonia is oriented towards a 
wide liberalization of trade: 98% of the goods are freely 
exchanged and only 2% are subject to specific regimes 
within the frame of foreign trade exchange, whereas the 
average custom duty applied is 15.23%. 

Macedonia has already signed Free Trade Agree- 
ments with 5 countries (Yugoslavia, Slovenia, Croatia, 
Bulgaria and Turkey) with which a big volume of ex- 
change has been realized during the last period. There 
is an initiative to start negotiations with Albania and pro- 
posals for starting negotiations with Romania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina have been accepted, while negotia- 
tions with EFTA have already started. Free trade agree- 
ments provide duty free access of Macedonian goods to 
new markets of approximately 100 million consumers: 
the 65 million Turkish markets, the 8 million Bulgarian 
ones, 11 million Yugoslav (including Kosovo), the 6 mil- 
lion Croatian and 2 million Slovenian, This is exactly what 
makes the Republic of Macedonia different from other 
countries in the region. In this respect, Macedonia has 
overcome the disadvantage of being a small market. 

Most important trade partners of the Republic of 
Macedonia are: Germany, Yugoslavia, USA, Italy, Gre- 
ece, etc. A big problem for Macedonia is its growing de- 
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ficit in the trade balance. On the list of the 10 biggest 
trade partners, positive trade balance was maintained 
only with Germany and the USA in 1998. 

Smafl Businesses 

According to the Institute for Payment Operations, 
there are 31 ,682 small and medium businesses operat- 
ing in the Republic of Macedonia, which is 98.5% of the 
total number of active enterprises in its economy, The 
distribution of the enterprises according to their activi- 
ties is as follows: 

Activity Number Number 

of enterprises of employees 



Industry and mining 


4,220 


37,391 


Agriculture and fishing 


933 


4,688 


Forestry 


50 


3,669 


Water supply 


14 


407 


Building industry 


2,015 


11,633 


Transport and communications 


2,149 


5,318 


Trade 


17,187 


33,101 


Catering and tourism 


1,353 


4,729 


Crafts 


1,984 


4,824 


Housing and utility services 


79 


2,828 


Financial and other services 


1,698 


5,580 


Total 


31,682 


114,168 



In the Register of Craftsmen kept by the local de- 
partments of the Ministry of Economics, 12,191 crafts- 
men have been registered. 

In the Republic of Macedonia there are several 
institutions for promotion and development of small and 
medium businesses. Within the EU help to the Republic 
of Macedonia, through the FARE program, a National 
Agency for Development of Small and Medium Busi- 
nesses has been formed -NEPA, which includes five 
regional development centres : Skopje, Bitola, Veles, 
Kumanovo and Strumica. Besides its advisory and tech- 
nical assistance, the Natioanl Agency NEPA also pro- 
vides financial and micro credit line to entrepreneurs, 
tin the help of the Government of Great Britain, 
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through the Know-How Fund, three agencies for devel- 
opment of small and medium businesses have been 
formed: in Tetovo, Gostivar and Ohrid. Five incubational 
centers have also been formed in Prilep, Stip, Make- 
donska Kamenica, Delcevo and Krusevo. 

The Macedonian Agency for Recovery and De- 
velopment uses several credit lines for the development 
of small and medium businesses in various branches of 
the economy. 



Privatization 

in the Republic of Macedonia 

Beginning of Privatization 

The process of privatization of the Macedonian 
economy started in 1989 according to the laws of the 
former SFRY Ante Markovic's government introduced 
the concept of privatization which was based on issuing 
internal shares, acquired by all the employed in the com- 
panies. Over 600 companies in Macedonia were trans- 
formed into joint-stock and limited liability companies, 

Privatization in Independent Macedonia: 
Concept and Goals 

In September 1 991 , when Macedonia became an 
independent and sovereign country, the Government of 
the Republic of Macedonia declared void the Yugoslav 
privatization laws. From a privatization aspect, past re- 
sults were acknowledged, but additional control over the 
implementation of the federal laws was introduced. This 
control, as mandatory, was incorporated in the new, 
Macedonian Law on Transformation of Public Enter- 
prises. With this law, adopted by the Parliament in June 
1993, the Government promoted a new concept of 
privatization, whose main aims were: 

• Increasing economic efficiency through assur- 
ing dominant private property over the capital, and by 
that, providing conditions for promoting a new form of 
management in the companies; 
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• Stabilizing economic flows in the country, its 
function being economic growth; 

• Attracting foreign capital into Macedonia; 

• Providing conditions for a more successful de- 
velopment of the other market reforms; 

• Providing opportunities for supporting foreign 
and domestic debt services; 

• Supporting the capital market development. 

In order to obtain these goals, a commercial ap- 
proach towards privatization has been adopted. Each 
company stock, acquired through the process of 
privatization, had to be paid by the investors, and each 
company was treated individually, as a separate case. 

The process is managed and organized by the 
Privatization Agency, an institution established in accor- 
dance with the Law of Transformation of Public Enter- 
prises, which submits its periodical reports to the Gov- 
ernment and to the Parliament. 

Privatization Scheme 

The Macedonian privatization scheme can be pre- 
sented as follows: 

• 30% of the estimated value of the company in 
common stocks is offered to the employed under soft 
terms of buying (some substitution for the exchange 
voucher model); 

• 15% of the estimated value of the company in 
common stocks are offered free to the Retirement Fund of 
the state. The Fund is allowed to sell these stocks accord- 
ing to its free will; 

• 55% of the estimated value of the company in 
common stocks are available for selling to domestic and 
foreign investors under the same terms. 

Scope of Privatization 

The Law of Transformation of Public Enterprises 
covered about 1 ,200 companies of the commercial sec- 
tor. Companies from the agrobusiness (about 350) were 
included in the privatization process in 1996, and lottery 
and insurance companies since 1997, which amounts 
to the total of 1 ,600 legal entities. 
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Privatization still excludes infrastructure! activities, 
power supply, water supply, forestry, natural resources 
and municipal utility services that is a large portion of 
the public sector, but first steps towards privatization of 
the Macedonian Telecom have been made. 

Models of Privatization 

According to the Law of Transformation of Public 
Enterprises, privatization has been implemented by us- 
ing models, such as: managerial purchase, purchase by 
employees, selling of an ideal share, etc. 

Privatization Results 

By the end of June 1999, 1,467 companies un- 
derwent privatization. 

Privatization Completed by June 30, 1999 

Sector No. of enterprises No. of employees Value (DM) 



Industry 


452 


132,511 


2,788,599,198 


Agriculture 


336 


15,324 


265,429,676 


Building industry 


110 


31,777 


238,790,620 


Trade 


322 


17,929 


478,338,614 


Transport and 
communications 


49 


7,147 


65,677,974 


Financial and 
other services 


99 


6,663 


216,109,818 


Crafts 


51 


2,299 


30,648,494 


Catering and 

tourism 


48 


3,483 


133,799,676 


Total 


1,467 


217,133 


4,217,394,069 



The previous table presents the results of privati- 
zation on Macedonia according to the sector to which 
enterprises belong, their capital and the labor force. 

According to their size, the data are as follows: 

Size No. of enterprises Value (DM) 



Big 


228 


3,081,256,788 


Medium 


281 


792,620,706 


Small 


958 


343,516,576 


Total 


1,467 


4,217,394,067 
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Foreign Capital and Privatization 

Macedonia has received a small amount of for- 
eign capital in the process of privatization. The reasons 
for that can mainly be grouped into two segments: 

1. Privatization in Macedonia has been carried out 
under extremely unfavorable conditions. Politically speak- 
ing, Macedonia is by and large unknown to foreign inves- 
tors, and in the last period it has mostly been connected 
with the countries of former Yugoslavia, known to to the 
world as countries at war. At the same time, the competi- 
tion for absorbing foreign capital in the other countries in 
transition increased enormously. Due to this, most of the 
companies have been purchased by domestic people, most 
often by those employed in these enterprises. 

2. Macedonia has not been conducting a cam- 
paign for attracting foreign capital. More intensive invest- 
ment promotion activities began in 1997, when risk fac- 
tors had drastically been reduced. 

However, foreign privatizations* realized by pur- 
chasing blocks of voting stocks, worth about 150 million 
DM, have great importance to the Macedonian economy. 
Here we should also mention the inflow of foreign capi- 
tal in the country through enterprises purchased by their 
employees who then sold their stocks to foreign inves- 
tors. Until September 1999, the total amount of foreign 
investments through privatization and post-privatizational 
transactions reached 226 million DM. 

Residual Stocks 

The unsold stocks in the course of privatization 
are offered for sale to the Macedonian Stock Exchange 
by the Agency. In the portfolio of the Agency, besides 
several "small blocks" of stocks, there are also "strate- 
gic blocks" of stocks offered by some enterprises, which 
could be interesting to foreign investors. 

Recent Changes in the Privatization Law 

Recently, some changes have been made to the 
set of laws regulating the privatization process in order 



* Till September 1999, 21 enterprises were privatizated with foreign 
capital participation. 
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to gear it up and to facilitate and intensify the control 
over its implementation. They opened up opportunities 
to joint stocks owned by the Privatization Agency, the 
Government, the Pension Fund as well as by the Bank 
Rehabilitation Agency in order to offer them for sale in 
voting blocks, which are more attractive to potential buy- 
ers. Moreover, the Privatization Agency was given larger 
powers in the implementation of bankruptcy proceedings 
in enterprises with a high percentage of public capital. A 
new moment was the introduction of the method of direct 
sale which enables the selling price to be determined by 
way of direct negotiations with the concerned investors. 
These changes in the Privatization Law enabled sell- 
ing of the non-privatized capital through the Stock Exchange, 
by means of public tenders and direct negotiations with in- 
terested investors. 

The Privatization Agency: 
Its Place, Role and Prospects 

The Privatization Agency takes an active part in 
attracting foreign investors for enterprises with strategic 
blocks for sale, as well as for those that have been esti- 
mated as interesting for the international market. For 
them Company Profiles have been made giving basic 
information about them, a sort of company ID. These 
are businesses in the sectors of mining, oil, metal-work- 
ing and textile industry that give out signals for prosper- 
ous deals. At the investors' request, the Agency gathers 
and supplies more detailed pieces of information or in- 
formation packages. These and many other pieces of 
information related to privatization and investment op- 
portunities through the privatization process can also be 
obtained on the Internet web site of the Agency: 
www.mpa.org.mk. 

The Agency, being an institution responsible for 
the implementation of the Macedonian privatization pro- 
gram, will continue to monitor the realization of the con- 
tractual obligations of the investors ensuing from their 
development programs. This is particularly true of the 
investments made for purchasing stocks. These funds 
are then transferred by the Agency to the Budget of the 
Republic of Macedonia. 



67 






AND 



4 



i, nrfK 




__ 




^^W 









8^ 



*w 






£**t 



^v*^^ 

^ 




■»yF 



# ^j fc |, . »■■ ■ ■, 






* . V 



CULTURE 



Culture and Cultural Heritage 

There are 4,500 archeological sites from all civili- 
zation periods registered at the territory of Macedonia 
nowadays. Most of the information archeology today has 
been obtained by the research conducted there, more 
intensively performed in the second half of the 20 th cen- 
tury. The results of the archeological research, published 
in specialized magazines displayed in the museums or 
visible at the archeological sites provide reconstruction 
of past life in these areas. The research provides its com- 
parison with its contemporary highly developed cultures 
and evaluation of the capital civilization values. This de- 
termines the place and role of Macedonia in the history 
of humanity 

The oldest archeological artifacts in Macedonia 
are the 400,000 years old stones. Since then up to the 
end of 20 th century the culture in Macedonia can be fol- 
lowed in continuity. According to current knowledge, it 
has especially flourished during three periods. 

The first is in the Neolithic period from 6,500 to 
3,500 B.C. The proof for this are the 200 settlements 
where ceramics, sculptural terracotta decorations, and 
other findings have been discovered. The terracotta figu- 
rines representing the Magna Mater are especially im- 
pressive. She was the primary cult of the farmers and 
cattle breeders in those times. 

The second flourishing of the culture in Macedo- 
nia took place in the 6 th century B.C. and it was mani- 
fested in the golden masques, sandals, jewelry and other 
objects found in the dukes' graves in Trebenista, Beranci, 
Tetovo and Gevgelija. 

The political and cultural history of Macedonia is 
part of the Roman, that is, Byzantine history. Proof of 
this, besides the written ones, is also the big number of 
usual artifacts - ceramics, epigraphic inscriptions, and 
coins. At the archeological sites there are remains of 
luxurious architectural constructions of profane and sac- 
ral character- palaces, thermae, workshops, portals with 
busts and statues, fountains, basilicas, squares, theatres, 
mosaics and frescoes. 
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After the arrival of the Slavs, in the 6 th century and 
their settling in Macedonia, their Christianization started. 
It had especially strong coverage because of the work 
of St. Clement of Ohrid and St. Naum, students and fol- 
lowers of the work of the Slavic educators St. Cyril and 
Methodius. At the end of the 9 th and 10 th century there 
was a comprehensive economic and cultural growth that 
was the basis for the establishment of the Macedonian 
state of King Samuel (976-1018). This strong cultural 
basis, political and economic power established the Ohrid 
Archbishopric, the spiritual light of Macedonia that influ- 
enced the establishment of the Macedonian nation and 
culture and its preservation through the centuries and 
years of various occupations and divisions. 

Out of the many archeological sites, ancient cities, 
monasteries and churches that can be visited and seen in 
Macedonia, which are especially interesting and beautiful, 
are the cities of Vardar hill in Gevgelija (Gortynia), Stobi, 
Skupi - Skopje, Heraclea Lyncestis in Bitola, Bargala, Kale 
fortress in Skopje, etc. In recent researches, the results of 
the site of Kale in Vinica are interesting, well known for its 
collection of terracotta icons, unique in the Balkans. 

In the Skopje-Kumanovo region there are more 
churches and monasteries left from the Middle Ages: 
"St. Pantelejmon" from 1164, with a beautiful fresco 
composition - Removal from the Cross and Lamenta- 
tion; "St. Andrea" and "St. Bogorodica" (Virgin Mary) on 
Matka; "Marko Monastery", "St. Nikita", "St. Spas", "St. 
Matejce", "St. George" in Staro Nagoricane, "Arhangel 
Mihail" in the Lesnovo monastery of the 1 4 th century, "St. 
Nikola" in Psaca, "Joakim Osogovski", church of "St. 
Spas" (Salvation) with the wooden icon decorations of 
19 th century, etc. In South-East Macedonia one can visit: 
"St. Bogorodica" (Virgin Mary), "Eleusa" in Veljusa from 
the 11 th century, "St. Leontij" in the village of Vodoca from 
the 11 th century, "St. Fifteen Tiveriopole Martyrs" in Stru- 
mica, etc. In central Macedonia "St. Georgi" in Kurbinovo 
of 1191 and many others can be seen. In West Macedo- 
nia especially interesting are the monasteries "St. Bogo- 
rodica", "Precista" (Purest), and "St. Jovan Bigorski" of 
the 19 th century. 
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The old village and city architecture has a special 
place in the culture of Macedonia. In the villages of Ga- 
licnik, Tresonche and everywhere in Macedonia, one can 
still see beautiful houses. Fror the old city literature, the 
houses and old city centers of Krusevo, Kratovo and 
other cities are interesting. 

The city of Ohrid has a special place with its cul- 
tural heritage. Its cultural stratigraphy is especially rich 
with archeological monuments -ancient theater, tombs, 
basilicas and baptisteries with rich mosaic ensembles 
and decorative stone plastic. The church of "St. Sofia", 
the cathedral of the Ohrid Archbishopric, was built and 
fresco painted in the first decades of the 11 th century, 
before the Christian church, and is the most important 
building form this period. In Ohrid, there are other chur- 
ches as well, such as "St. Pantelejmon" with the grave 
of St. Clement at the locality of Plaosnik, "St. Arhangel" 
with the grave of St. Naum in the monastery of St. Naum 
on the South part of the Ohrid Lake, then the church 
"Bogorodica Perivlepta" (Virgin Mary Peribleptos) with a 
monumental fresco, work of Mihajlo and Evtihij, etc. The 
richest and the most beautiful collection of icons in Ma- 
cedonia is found in Ohrid. The oldest icons are from the 
9 th century, and the most recent from the 19 th century 
were painted by the last fresco painter Dico from the 
village of Tresonce. 

In the period of the Turkish rule in Macedonia there 
were many churches and monasteries built and frescoes 
and icons with high aesthetic values painted under the 
spiritual guidance of the Ohrid Archbishopric. 

The renaissance in Macedonia starts in the 19 th 
century. In many cities and villages there were churches 
built and reconstructed. Their builders were many crafts- 
men guilds. They consisted of builders, painters and 
wood carvers. The most important was the builder Andrej 
Damjanov who also worked outside Macedonia. Some 
of the most beautiful works of the woodcarving are the 
icon decorations in the church of "St. Spas" in Skopje, 
the work of Petre Filipovski from the village of Gari. He 
is also the author of the icon decorations in the monas- 
tery of "St. Jovan Bigorski" and "St. Arhangel Gavrilo" in 
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the village of Lesnovo. From the mediaeval period there 
are many fortresses and fortified settlements that can 
be found in all cities in Macedonia or at important strate- 
gic spots. 

From the period of the Ottoman rule in Macedo- 
nia there are many monuments - hamams (Turkish 
baths), mosques, caravan-sarays, covered markets and 
houses. From them one can point out - "Sultan Murat 
Mosque", "Mustafa Pasa Mosque" and others in Skopje, 
"Multicolored Mosque" in Tetovo, "Yeni Mosque" in Bito- 
la and others. From the baths, the following can be men- 
tioned: "Daut Pasa Amam" in Skopje that is an art gal- 
lery today. Examples of profane architecture are the inns 
"Suli An", "Kursumli An", "Kapan An" in Skopje and the 
covered markets in Skopje, Bitola and Stip. 

Art 

The culture and art in Macedonia especially flour- 
ished in the period after World War It, when the modern 
Macedonian state was created in 1944. 

The founders of the modern art in Macedonia are 
a connection between the old fresco painters and icon 
painters from the 19t h and the beginning of 20 th century: 
Dimitar Andonov Papradiski, Dimitar Pandilov Avramov- 
ski, Lazar Licenovski, Nikola Martinovski, Tomo Vladi- 
mirski, Vangel Kodzoman, Borko Lazeski, Ljubomir Be- 
logaski, PetarMazev, Dimitar Kondovski, Spase Kunov- 
ski, Dimo Todorovski and many others. The number of 
the artists that were and still are working in Macedonia 
is big. Painters, sculptors, and graphic artists have been 
creating works from all well-known artistic and aesthetic 
movements and techniques in the 20 th century. In sev- 
eral galleries, museums, various interiors, and open 
spaces work from all generations of artists in Macedo- 
nia can be seen. 

Besides the Museum of Modern Art and Painting 
in Skopje and the Art Gallery, there are five more muse- 
ums within the Institutions for Monument Protection. 

The big number of art colonies that take place 
around the Republic of Macedonia are also part of the 
Macedonian art life, such as the Bitola Monmartre, the 
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Children Art Studio in Bitola, the International Student 
Art Biannual Event, Galicnik Colony (July-August), 
Osogovo (Kriva Palanka, September), Knezenski Mon- 
astery in Kicevo (June-July), Debarca in Belcista (July), 
Doiranka in Doiran (July), Ohrid (July-August), Probistip 
Lesnovo Art Colony with a stress on the sacral painting 
(July), Mavrovo Multiethnic Colony (December) and the 
two Veles art colonies that take place in June and July. 

Theater 

The first theater play in the Macedonian language 
at the professional stage took place on April 3, 1945 at 
the newly opened Macedonian National Theatre. Sev- 
eral years later, the first plays in Albanian and Turkish 
took place at the same stage and at the same time the 
first Macedonian opera and ballet took place in this build- 
ing. Today, there are 11 professional theatres in the Re- 
public of Macedonia, in all bigger cities in the country. 
Within the Macedonian National Theatre there are the 
Theatre, Opera and Ballet working. One can also men- 
tion the Drama Theatre in Skopje, the National Theatre 
in Bitola, and the Theatre of the Nationalities, with the 
Theatre in Albanian and Theatre in Turkish. The only 
Theatre for Children is in Skopje. 

From the big number of amateur theatres one can 
mention "Boemi", "Cekori", Roma Theatre "Student", "Sol- 
za i smea" (Tear and Laughter)", etc. As far as the the- 
atre events are concerned, the important ones are the 
theatre days of "Vojdan Cernodrinski" that take place in 
Prilep, the Festival of Cammera Theatres "Risto Siskov" 
that takes place in Strumica every September, the Young 
Open Theatre in Skopje and the Festival of Amateur and 
Alternative Theatres in Kocani. Aspecial contribution for 
the development of the theatre art in Macedonia is given 
by the festivals "Skopje Summer", "Ohrid Summer", 
"Heraclea Evenings" and "Stip Summer" where there are 
a lot of opening nights of theatre plays staged every sum- 
mer. 
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Film and Video 

The film production in Macedonia until recently 
was only implemented by the producing house "Vardar 
Film". In the last several years, the monopoly of "Vardar 
Film" was taken by several independent producing stu- 
dios, such as "Pegaz", "Digit-prop", "Ki-Produkcija", "Ho- 
rizont Film", "K-15", "Prva Klapa", "Video Lab", etc. 

The amateur film production exists in the ama- 
teur clubs Academic Cinema Club from Skopje, Camera 
300 from Bitola, Vila Zora from Veles, Cinema Club from 
Strumica, etc. More important events in the area of ama- 
teur film are the State Festival of Amateur Film that takes 
place in the month of April each year in various cities 
and the International Festival of Amateur Film that takes 
Place in Bitola. 

With respect to the professional film, each year 
there is the international "Manaki Brothers" festival that 
takes place at the end of September each year in Bitola. 



Literature 

At the beginning of the 20 th century there were 
writers in these areas that made their first attempts in 
Macedonian - Vojdan Cernodrinski, Nikola Kirov Majski, 
Risto Krle, Vasil lljoski, and Anton Panov. 

In the past, the Macedonian authors made more 
attempts to organize in societies or associations. In 1888, 
Gjorgjija Puleski established the Slavic Macedonian Lit- 
erary Society. In 1891 Kosta Sahov established the 
Young Macedonian Literary Society. In 1902 Krste Petkov 
Misirkov established the Macedonian Scientific Literary 
Company "St. Clement of Ohrid" in Petersburg. 

On February 13, 1947 the Writers Association of 
Macedonia was established in Skopje. Its members are 
also Albanians, Turks, Serbs and Vlachs, as well as 
diaspora poets, and it was the only organized associa- 
tion of writers in the Republic of Macedonia during the 
communist rule. In March 1994, there was another as- 
sociation of writers established - Independent Writers 
of Macedonia. 
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The Macedonian contemporary literary works 
cover all literary genres. Special attention is paid to the 
Macedonian literature for children. 

In the Republic of Macedonia there are two inter- 
national poetry events: Struga Poetry Evenings and 
Racin Meetings. The Struga Poetry Evenings started 
quite modestly on July 15, 1961 on the occasion of the 
one hundred years of the publishing of the Collection of 
Folk Poems of the Macedonian renaissance authors, the 
brothers Dimitar and Konstantin Miladinov, while in 1965 
the festival became an international event. In the past, 
there have been more than 3,500 writers present in par- 
ticipating at the Evenings, mainly poets from all over the 
world. The main prize, "Golden Wreath", was awarded 
to many world masters of the written world, while the 
"Miladinovci Brothers" award has been given for a po- 
etry book by a Macedonian author. 

The Racin Meetings take place each year in Veles, 
the birthplace of the founder of the modern Macedonian 
literature Kosta Racin. The first Racin Meeting was held 
on December 1 9 and 20, 1 964 and as of 1 972 the Racin 
award for best prose work in Macedonian for the current 
year is granted. 

In Macedonia there are also other literature events 
such as the Podkozjacki Days, Vevcani Meetings, Kara- 
manovi Meetings, Bigorski Meetings, Doiran Hand- 
shakes, etc. 

The works of the Macedonian prose, poetry and 
play writers have been published in anthologies or indi- 
vidually in many foreign countries such as Italy, France, 
the USA, Australia, Russia, Hungary, England, China, 
Japan, etc. 
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Education 

The educational system in the Republic of Mace- 
donia is made of primary, secondary, high and higher 
education. 

The primary eight-year education is conducted in 
344 schools with 253,997 students. 

Classes in Macedonian are conducted in 331 
schools with 170,429 students, in Albanian in 128 schools 
with 76,644 students, in Turkish in 36 schools with 6,287 
students, in Serbian in 12 schools with 637 students. 

In the school year 1 999/2000 the secondary edu- 
cation was conducted in 92 public high schools, 4 of 
which are for students with disabilities and in 3 private 
schools. 

The secondary education in the Republic of Ma- 
cedonia is conducted via curricula and programs for: 

- classical high school education 

- vocational education 

- art high school education 

- high school education for students with disabilities 
The public vocational high school can be a three- 
year and four-year one, and a specialist education. Also, 
in high school education there is a two-year training. 

In the public high schools in the school year 1999/ 
2000 there were 91,083 students and 341 students in 
the schools for disabled students. 

The classes in the high schools are conducted in: 

- Macedonian in 92 schools with 76,132 students 
-Albanian in 22 students with 14,353 students 

- Turkish in 4 schools with 598 students 

The high and higher education in the Republic of 
Macedonia is conducted at two universities - "St. Cyril 
and Methodius" University in Skopje and "St. Clement of 
Ohrid" in Bitola. The two universities cover 27 colleges, 
1 interdisciplinary study and two-years colleges. Besides 
this, there is the Pedagogical Faculty for Training of 
Teachers in Macedonian and the languages of the na- 
tionalities. 

The classes are taught by 1,358 teachers and 
1,269 cooperators. 
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Out of the total number of students that amounts 
34,850, 31,095 (89.2%) are Macedonian, 1,916 (5,6%) 
Albanians, 371 (1.1%) Turks, 329 (0.9%) Vlachs, 48 
(0.1%) Romas, and 1,091 (3.1%) others. 

The Article 48 of the Constitution of the Republic 
of Macedonia regulates the education of nationalities. 
"The representatives of the nationalities have the right 
to education in their languages in the primary and sec- 
ondary education in a way determined by law. In the 
schools where the education is in the language of the 
nationality, the Macedonian language is also taught." 



Sports 

Sports in the Republic of Macedonia have a very 
important place. Its organizational structure, the presence 
in the educational process in all levels, sport facilities, 
experts, sport results, organization and participation in 
international events, as well as the usage of the geo- 
ciimatic conditions for sport recreational activities can 
testify to it. 

Sport activity has been determined with a legal 
regulation, which contributes to a planned development 
and individual work of the sport associations from the 
Republic of Macedonia. 

In the Republic of Macedonia there are 34 sport 
associations with more than 1,500 active clubs and 
150,000 active members. There are more than 1,000 
highly educated professionals from the sport area tak- 
ing care of the expert work. All are involved in the edu- 
cational process and the sport clubs and associations. 

The sport associations result in a rational system 
of competitions, according to the criteria and regulations 
of the international sport associations, and individuals, 
teams and representations participate at international 
competitions in Europe and the world. 

The Macedonian Olympic Committee takes care 
of the participation of the athletes of the Republic of Mace- 
donia at the winter and summer Olympics, and it has par- 
ticipated with its teams at the Olympics held in 1991 . 
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The Macedonian athletes have many successful 
appearances at the international sport scene. Proof of 
this are the numerous medals from the Olympic Games, 
European, World and Balkan competitions. 

The Republic of Macedonia has been a host to 
many international competitions and events. Among 
them, one can point out the quality, tradition and organi- 
zation of: International Free Style Wrestling Tournament 
"Makedonski Biser" (Macedonian Pearl), Ohrid Swim- 
ming Marathon that gives points for the World Cup of 
Marathon Swimming, Sar Planina Coup in Skiing, Mav- 
rovo Memorial in classical disciplines, Mavrovo Skiing 
Festival, Pelister Skiing Slalom, Swimming Event Skop- 
je, Trophy of Macedonia in handball, Bike Race Through 
Macedonia, Boxing Tournament "Zlaten Gong" (Golden 
Gong), etc. The Republic of Macedonia has also been a 
host and organizer of many European and regional 
events, and of course the most important are the World 
Championship in Wrestling and the Chess Olympics. 

There are more than 1,000 sport facilities used 
for sport needs, 49 of them sport halls, a dozen of them 
with conditions for hosting big international events, 156 
school sport halls, 5 closed and 20 open pools, 35 foot- 
ball stadiums, 292 football fields, 5 running tracks, 1 hip- 
podrome, 3 airports for sport aircrafts, 1 kayak trail etc. 

Of course of special value of Macedonia are the 
winter recreation centers Popova Sapka, Mavrovo, 
Pelister, Krusevo, Otesevo, Ponikva... where, although 
we are on the south of Europe, there is snow for more 
than 80 days in the year, which provides for develop- 
ment of the winter sports and organization of interna- 
tional competitions of skiing. 

From the summer sport recreation centers one 
could mention Ohrid, Struga, Otesevo and Doiran, that 
provide mass recreation with their conditions. 

The climate, relief, and fauna in the Republic of Ma- 
cedonia preserved and cherished in the national parks of 
Bistra, Otesevo, Pelister and Ponikva offer possibilities, 
hunting grounds and conditions for hunting and fishing. 
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The Mass Media in the Republic 
of Macedonia 

Article 16 of the Constitution of the Republic 
of Macedonia guarantees: 

• Freedom of belief, conscience, thought, and public 
expression of the thought; 

• Freedom of speech, public presentation, public infor- 
mation, and free formation of institutions for public infor- 
mation; 

• Free access to information, freedom of reception and 
transmission of information; 

• The right to give response in the public media; 

• The right to correction in the public media; 

• The right to protection of the source of information in 
the public media; 

• Censorship is forbidden. 

The Press 

As of 31 December 1999, a total of 818 newspa- 
pers and magazines were registered in the Mass Media 
Register Book of the Ministry of Information. However, 
some of these printed media extinguished. Although 
some of the newspapers and magazines stopped with 
publishing, according to the Register of the Ministry of 
Information they still officially exist. 

Of these publications, 71 3 are in the Macedonian 
language, 51 in Albanian, 6 in Turkish, 4 in Vlachian, 3 in 
Romany (the Roma language), 2 in Bosnian (Bosniak), 
and 5 in English. Twenty were bilingual - in Macedonian 
and English, 5 in Macedonian and Albanian, 3 in Mace- 
donian, Albanian, and Turkish, and 14 newspapers and 
magazines were bilingual or multi-lingual - Macedonian 
in combination with French, Russian, the languages of 
Macedonia's neighbors (Bulgarian, Greek, Serbian) as 
well as with Italian, Croatian, or Slovenian. 

Of the total number of registered newspapers and 
magazines the largest number are published in Skopje, 
Kocani, Tetovo, Bitola, and Ohrid. 

In the Republic of Macedonia, 10 dailies are pub- 
lished, 60 weeklies, 87 bi-weeklies - about 30 of which 
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are of a local character, and more than 300 are month- 
lies or periodicals. Beside these that are dominantly of 
an information and political character, news magazines 
are also published in the State that are dedicated to pre- 
school and school children in the Macedonian, Albanian, 
Romany, Vlachian, and English languages. 

The following information agencies are operating 
in the Republic of Macedonia: The Macedonian Infor- 
mation Agency (MIA- formed by the decision of the As- 
sembly of the Republic of Macedonia on 18 February 
1992), Makpress, and Makfaks. 

Electronic Mass Media 

In the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, and 
in conformity with the Law for Broadcasting the follow- 
ing are engaged in the production and broadcasting of 
television and/or radio programs: 

• The Public Broadcasting Service - Macedonian Ra- 
dio and Television (MRT); 

• The Public Enterprise - Macedonian Broadcasting; 

• The Commercial Broadcasting Association - Radio 
Channel 77 

• The Commercial Broadcasting Associations: Televi- 
sion Sitel and Television Al. 

The founder of Macedonian Radio and Television 
is the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. The 
founder of Macedonian Broadcasting is the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia. 

On a local level there are 29 more public broad- 
casting services and 137 commercial broadcasting as- 
sociations, 80 of which are radio concessions and 57 
are Television concessions 

These services produce and broadcast their own 
programs with content that is predominantly from and 
about the local region and they are broadcast in the lan- 
guages of the nationalities living in the Republic of Mace- 
donia (Albanian, Turkish, Vlachian, Serbian, and Roma). 
Eleven of the local broadcasting stations produce and 
broadcast television programs, and some of them trans- 
mit the world's public service BBC, as well as the public 
service of the Radio Deutsche Welle in Macedonian. 
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Volume and Structure of the MRT Program 

Macedonian Radio and Television contains the 
following departments: Macedonian Television, Music 
and Cassette Production, Marketing, and Professional 
services. 

The Macedonian Radio broadcasts 90 hours of 
program each day of which: 

• Radio Skopje (First Program) transmits 24 hour pro- 
gramming, with an offer that strives to satisfy the broad- 
est interests of all the audience according to age, sex, 
and education. It offers informational, educational, cul- 
tural, dramatic, and entertainment content. This makes 
an authentic contribution to the development of the demo- 
cratic process and cultivates a critical relationship with 
society. 

• The Second Program of Macedonian Radio is broad- 
cast for 18 hours a day and its concept consists of mar- 
keting diverse content that directly communicates with 
the audience, with an emphasis on music. 

• The Third Program of Macedonian Radio is filled with 
scientific content with enduring cultural and academic 
value. 

Macedonian Radio broadcasts programs in the 
languages of the nationalities (national minorities) of the 
Republic of Macedonia: The Albanian language program 
is broadcast for eight and a half hours per day (with a 
variety of content). The Turkish language program is bro- 
adcast five hours per day with a general program and 
broadcasts in the Vlachian and Romany languages are 
30 minutes a day. 

• Radio Channel 103 (a 24-hour program) emphasizes 
music for the younger generation, and is open to new 
ideas, projects, and thoughts. 

• Radio "Biljana" broadcasts informational programs 
for the Diaspora, for the listeners in neighboring coun- 
tries (informational broadcasts in Albanian, Bulgarian, 
and Greek), providing finished materials in the Macedo- 
nian language for the Macedonian broadcasts through- 
out Europe and the world. 

Macedonian Radio broadcasts its program on the 
Internet as well. 
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The program of Macedonian Television, on aver- 
age, is broadcast on two channels (the first with uninter- 
rupted 24 hour programming and the second for an av- 
erage duration of 16 hours a day) and airs for 40 hours a 
day. 

Macedonian Television accomplishes its activities 
through informational, documentary, cultural and artis- 
tic, feature, and educational programming. 

MTV transmits programs in the languages of the 
nationalities: Albanian (three hours a day), Turkish (90 
minutes a day), Vlachian, Romany, and Serbian (60 min- 
utes a week each). These belts and broadcasts contain 
informative segments and documentary, musical, and 
educational content. 

The musical and cassette production of MRT pro- 
duces musical material from all genres for the needs of 
the programs of MRT It produces various portents of 
sound and appears in the role of the organizer of musi- 
cal productions. In its framework, it works the Choir of 
MRT, the Chamber Orchestra, the Dance (Big Band), 
the National Orchestra of Folk Instruments and the 
Children's Choir of MRT 

The Program of the MRT in the Languages 
of the Nationalities 

Macedonian Television prepares and broadcasts 
programs in the languages of the following nationalities: 
Albanian, Turkish, Romany, Vlachian, and Serbian. 

Macedonian Television first broadcast in Albanian 
in 1967 (on 27 April) as a bi-weekly program. It is worth 
saying that Television Skopje was the first television stu- 
dio in this region that broadcast a program in Albanian. 
With the expansion of the program in Macedonian, the 
number of broadcasts in Albanian grew as well. Mace- 
donian Television introduced the present volume of three- 
hour daily programming in the Albanian language in April 
1996. 

The editorial staff broadcast the first program in 
the Turkish language on April 14, 1969 as a bi-weekly 
broadcast. It has been broadcast in the present volume 
of one hour and a half per day since 1996. 
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The first broadcast in Romany, the Roma lan- 
guage, by Macedonian Television was on April 8, 1990. 
It was broadcast once a week for duration of 20 min- 
utes. Since Februarys, 1996, it has been broadcast twice 
a week for a duration of 30 minutes. 

The first broadcast in the Vlachian language by 
MTV was on January 9, 1 991 . There was a weekly broad- 
cast for a duration of 20 minutes. Since Februarys, 1996 
it has been broadcast twice a week for a duration of 30 
minutes. 

The broadcast in the Serbian language was first 
transmitted by the MTV on March 3, 1994. The broad- 
cast was once a week, for the duration of 20 minutes. As 
of February 5, 1996 it is broadcast twice a week for 30 
minutes. 

The broadcasts are of a ethnic type, contributing 
to the tradition, culture, language, and other character- 
istics of the nationalities living in the Republic of Mace- 
donia. 

Macedonian Radio 

Macedonian Radio broadcasts programs in Alba- 
nian, Turkish, Romany, and Vlachian languages. 

The program in the Albanian language was first 
broadcast at the beginning of 1945 as a 15-minute pro- 
gram each day. Today this has been expanded to eight 
hours and a half per day. 

The program in the Turkish language started on 
Radio Skopje for the first time as a 15-minute daily broad- 
cast, which expanded to five hours a day and is now 
broadcast between the two parts of the program in the 
Albanian language. 

The first broadcast in Romany, the Roma lan- 
guage, was transmitted by Macedonian Radio on March 
8, 1991. The program was a weekly 30 minute broad- 
cast. Today, this program is broadcast daily for thirty 
minutes. 

The first broadcast in the Vlachian language on the 
Macedonian Radio was March 8, 1 991 . The program was 
a weekly 30 minute broadcast. Today, the program in the 
Vlachian language is broadcast daily for 30 minutes. 
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The programs in the languages of the nationali- 
ties encompass all journalist contents and genres of 
modern radio. 

According to the development program of the 
MRTV, it is anticipated that during course of the year 
2000, the Third Channel of the MTV will be entirely dedi- 
cated to broadcasts in the languages of the nationalities 
living in the Republic of Macedonia. 
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Science 

Science in the Republic of Macedonia is closely 
connected with the long spiritual tradition of the Mace- 
donian people through the centuries. From the middle of 
the 9 th century, Macedonia has been the cradle of the 
Slavic literacy and literature because it was here that 
the Thessalonici brothers Cyril and Methodius created 
the first Slavic alphabet - the Glagolitic. After their death, 
their student Clement created the first Slavic university 
in the Macedonian lake town of Ohrid, producing a big 
number of cultural and scientific workers. Macedonia 
became a source of the Slavic culture, and the students 
of Clement started off to the world from it. In the coming 
centuries, the work of architects and artists raised the 
monasteries in Macedonia that were gradually becom- 
ing the centers where the knowledge of mathematics, 
geometry, astronomy, medicine and agriculture, theol- 
ogy, history and law was cherished and given to the 
younger generations. In some of the monasteries there 
were huge libraries, where before and after the Ottoman 
rule theological and other knowledge was systematized 
and studied in continuity. 

The 19 th century was a period when there was a 
significant development of Macedonian cultural and na- 
tional awareness in Macedonia. In this period, the focus 
of the studies of the Macedonian renaissance authors 
was on the past, language, and ethnic roots of the Ma- 
cedonian people, who had a strong wish to establish an 
independent Macedonian state. However, in this period 
the battle of foreign national propaganda in Macedonia 
started, with an aim to conquer it, and this lasted until 
the break down of the Ottoman empire and the division 
of Macedonia by the neighboring Balkan states in 1913. 
The separated national tissue of the Macedonian people 
was stopped in its cultural and scientific growth, and the 
undeveloped scientific activity in Macedonia in between 
the two world wars took place within the borders of the 
Balkan countries that had divided the ethnic and geo- 
graphic territory. 
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Immediately after World War I, the Faculty of Phi- 
losophy was established in Skopje, as a clone of the 
Belgrade University, and a Scientific Society, while in 
Sofia the scientists of Macedonian origin got organized 
in the Macedonian Scientific Institute. In 1924 the first 
scientific unit for tobacco research in the Balkans was 
established in Prilep, and then in 1963 it grew into a To- 
bacco Institute. Ayear earlier the Hydro-Biological Insti- 
tute was established in Ohrid, with an aim to conduct 
lymnological researches of the Ohrid Lake. 

At the end of World War II, on August 2, 1944 the 
Macedonian state was proclaimed and immediately af- 
terwards the first scientific institutes were established 
for most of the national disciplines. 

With the creation of the St. Cyril and Methodius 
University in Skopje in 1949, the Macedonian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts in 1 967 and the Bitola University in 
1979, the basic network of scientific and technological 
institutions was established and thus real conditions for 
the development of science in Macedonia were created. 

The scientific activities in the Republic of Mace- 
donia are performed and organized by: 1) a network of 
scientific institutions; 2) scientists; 3) financing of sci- 
ence; 4) scientific computer science as a condition for 
fast transfer of scientific achievements; 5) scientific co- 
operation with abroad. 

1) The network of scientific institutions in Mace- 
donia consists of the following components: 

- two universities: the Skopje University, that cov- 
ers 24 faculties, and ten institutes; the Bitola University 
that covers four faculties, one two year college and three 
institutes 

- research institutes active in various fields of re- 
search: three in the agricultural sciences; one of techni- 
cal sciences; two of the social sciences and four of the 
humanitarian sciences; 

- fifteen research and development units regis- 
tered in the industrial production; 

- six scientific societies, etc. 

The specific position of this network of scientific 
institutions belongs to the Macedonian Academy of Sci- 
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ences and Arts (MANU), which has a goal to stimulate 
the development of the sciences and arts and stand for 
their promotion. Its organizational structure includes: 
Presidency, five departments, two expert units, Secre- 
tariat, and two research centers. In MANU and the Re- 
search Center for Energy and Computer Science (ICEI) 
work is being done on the research of energy risks, en- 
ergy modulation, solar electricity and basic energy pro- 
cesses. The second research center, the Center for 
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGIB) is 
equipped with a sophisticated equipment where the tech- 
niques of re-combined DNA technology in the diagnos- 
tics and prevention of hereditary diseases are applied. 
ICGIB works on seven complex scientific and research 
projects, financed in the country and from abroad. 

2) The scientific and expert potential of the Re- 
public of Macedonia is made of 1,052 Ph.D-s, 1,831 
Masters and 30 specialists of various areas. In the 14 
individual scientific and research organizations there are 
207 scientists working, while in the fifteen research and 
development units registered within the industrial pro- 
duction there are 80 scientists. The biggest part of the 
scientists and researchers' works in the area of techni- 
cal sciences, agricultural sciences, medical sciences, 
social sciences and natural sciences. One of the big prob- 
lems science in Macedonia has been facing is the mi- 
gration of many of the top Macedonian scientists, the 
so-called brain drain, to the world-renowned scientific 
centers. 

3) The financing of science and research in the 
Republic of Macedonia covers around 0.48% of the gross 
national product. This small percentage includes Mace- 
donia in the countries where science has been passing 
through the first slow stage of its development. The rea- 
son for the bad situation for the financing of science until 
recently was because of the fact that the main source of 
financing was the state budget, and a very small part 
used to come from the industry. Today, the Republic of 
Macedonia has adopted the model of multilateral financ- 
ing of the scientific and research activities (agreements 
with industrial companies, individuals, foreign and local 
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donations, etc), which has been applied in the devel- 
oped countries for a long time now. 

4) The scientific institutions in the Republic of 
Macedonia are relatively well equipped with computers. 
The computer network at the Skopje University is con- 
nected to the National Library, as well as to the Euro- 
pean Academic Research Network (EARN) and BITNET 
The scientific institutes, as well as the development units 
registered in the industrial production are fully comput- 
erized. 

5) The Republic of Macedonia has had a more 
intensive scientific cooperation with UN Agencies, Euro- 
pean Economic Community (EEU), Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 
Council for Mutual Economic Aid (CEB), European Sci- 
entific Foundation (ESF), and other programs where 
several countries interested in solving certain problems 
have united. The scientific and technological coopera- 
tion with the UN is especially developed through UNDP 
programs that provide technical and financial aid for work 
on scientific projects. Cooperation with UNESCO is in 
the field of ecology, molecular biology, biophysics and 
seismology. There is also cooperation with other UN 
agencies, such as UNIDO, UNFPA, FAO and IAEA. The 
Republic of Macedonia participates in TEMPUS, PHARE 
and EUREKA programs. It is a member of the Interna- 
tional Center for Advanced Mediterranean Studies 
(ICAMAS). The Republic of Macedonia has a bilateral 
scientific cooperation with many countries among which 
are Russia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Spain, Germany, 
Great Britain, Italy, the USA and Japan. 

In the Republic of Macedonia, the government is 
responsible for the scientific policy and it fulfills this role 
through the Ministry of Science. The main bearer of the 
creation of the strategic directions in the development of 
sciences in Macedonia is the scientific public. The Min- 
istry of Science has the only responsibility to finance the 
government program for development of science, where 
the strategic determinants of the scientific and research 
work in Macedonia are being implemented. 
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An important strategic determinant in the devel- 
opment strategy of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia is the scientific and technical solutions that 
are applicable to the production and for which there is a 
patent protection provided from the Institute for Protec- 
tion of Industrial Property, established in 1993 at the Min- 
istry of Development. As of 1994, the Macedonian in- 
ventors, organized by the Institute for Protection of In- 
dustrial Property, have been participating at many well 
known exhibitions of innovations: World Exhibitions of 
Inventions, Researches and Industrial Innovations - 
Eureka, International Exhibition in Geneva; World Exhi- 
bition of Innovations and Inventions in the Area of Hu- 
man Environment and Drinking Water Protection, etc. 
The biggest success of the Macedonian innovations is 
the awarding of the most prestigious prize "Grand Prix" 
of the 45 th World Exhibition of Inventions, Researches 
and Industrial Innovations - Eureka 96, to the innovator 
Vanco Dimitrovforthe invention "Systems of Absorption 
of Exhaust Fumes". A big success of the scientific and 
research work in Macedonia this year is the creation of 
the first Macedonian industrial robot MAB-2000 by D-r 
Dejan Trajkovski and his scientific team. The important 
scientific and research successes slowly but surely pro- 
vided for the rise of science in a most important factor 
for the development of the Republic of Macedonia. 
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Health 

The health care of the population of the Republic 
of Macedonia is provided in 17 health care institutions, 
and 16 medical centers with a big number of working 
units, clinics and offices distributed in the cities and 
around 300 medical units in the villages, one individual 
health station, one General City Hospital, 6 specialized 
hospitals, 9 institutions, 3 centers for special kinds of 
diseases, 3 natural clinics, one Clinical Center and one 
Dentistry Clinical Center, as well as 818 private health 
organizations. 

The spatial conditions for health care almost in all 
health organizations meet the needs, because most of 
the facilities have been built for certain purposes in the 
last 20 years and they provide an appropriate standard 
for offering health care services. 

Parallel to the intensive development of the net- 
work of health care organizations is the process of their 
appropriate personnel coverage. The number of health 
care workers has been increased in all areas, and espe- 
cially of medical doctors with university degrees. 

Health care in the public sector health care orga- 
nizations in the country for 1 998 was conducted by 6,342 
health care professionals with university degrees: 4,501 
doctors, 1 ,144 dentists, 329 pharmacists, and 368 health 
care cooperators. In the health care service there are 
also 665 health care professionals with two-year college 
degrees and 10,075 with high school degrees. Accord- 
ing to these data, in the health care organizations there 
is total of 24,121 employees, together with the 621 low 
qualified workers and 6,418 administrative and techni- 
cal employees. 
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Population 

The development of the demographic structure of 
the population in the Republic of Macedonia is very in- 
teresting, dynamic, and diversified mainly because our 
country has an extraordinary geographical position in 
the central part of the Balkan Peninsula, the way in which 
the population is settled, the ethnic characteristics, and 
the numerous political, social, and economic changes. 
The Republic of Macedonia is a relatively small country 
with an area of 25,137 square kilometers. Its population 
is characterized by various demographic segments, par- 
ticularly the dynamic of the numerous movements of the 
population and the households, the urban and the rural 
population, the density of the population, the position and 
the changes of the population in relation to the national 
and ethnic affiliation, as well as some other demographic 
features. The review on the population of Skopje, the 
Capital of the state, is also interesting. 

Numerous Movements 
of the Population 

There are not official census data about the num- 
ber of the population in the Republic of Macedonia in the 
1 9th century and in the first 20 years of the 20th century. 
However on the basis of surveys, evaluations, and cai- 
culations, it has been noted that in the year 1900, there 
were 908,000 inhabitants in the area of the present Re- 
public of Macedonia, and in 1931 there were about 
940,000 inhabitants. The first official censuses took place 
between the two world wars, when the Vardar part of 
Macedonia represented a Vardar regional unit ruled by 
a Ban. So, for instance, according to the census of 1 921 , 
the total number of inhabitants in Macedonia was 
808,724. In the next census of 1931, the number of the 
inhabitants rose up to 949,958. 

At the end of the Second World War, seven offi- 
cial censuses had been organized in the Republic of 
Macedonia. According to them, the number of the in- 
habitants was consistently rising, which is seen on the 
following Table: 
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Year 


Number of inhabitants 


1948 


1.152.986 


1953 


1.304,514 


1961 


1.406.003 


1971 


1,647,308 


1981 


1,909,136 


1 994 


1.945,932 



Among the indicated censuses, the rise of the 
number of the population varies mainly depending on 
the natural birth rate and immigrations. So, for example, 
the rise was low between 1 953 and 1 961 , when the popu- 
lation increased by 101,489 inhabitants, which is equal 
to 7.8 percent. The relatively small growth is mainly owed 
to the voluntary and mass immigration of the Turkish 
population from Macedonia to Turkey. Nevertheless, the 
growth most likely would have been even smaller had 
the strong stream of immigrants of the Muslim popula- 
tion from Sandzak not been activated. Due to these rea- 
sons, as well as because of the increased natural birth 
rate particularly with the Muslim population, the growth 
was the highest in the period 1 971-1981 , when the popu- 
lation grew by 261 ,828, which is 15.9 percent. Compared 
to the period 1948-1994, the total number of the popula- 
tion in the Republic of Macedonia had risen by 792,946, 
or 68.8 percent* 

The nature of the space in the Republic of Mace- 
donia, most of all its relief structure, conditioned the divi- 
sion of clearly larger or smaller natural regions with di- 
verse population. In this sense, the numerous move- 
ments of the population are shown in three bigger space 
entities, in the Povardarje, and the Eastern and Western 
parts of Macedonia, which are shown on the following 
Table: 



* Statistical (data have been used from the following publications: 
Population and households in the People's Republic of Macedo- 
nia (PRM). Department of Statistics of the PRM, 1962; Initial results 
of the census of people and flats in 1971, National Department of 
statistics (NDP, Statistical Review 17, Skopje; Total population, house- 
holds, flats, and farms in 1994, NDP, book V, Skopje, and other sta- 
tistical publications. 
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Distinct Number of Area in Number of Population 

Regions communities km 2 settlements 1961 1994 



Povardarje 


35 


7,520 


427 


612,987 


826,946 


Western part 


59 


10,953 


769 


491,251 


759,862 


Eastern part 


29 


6,970 


433 


301 ,765 


359,124 



The number of the population is rising in all three 
regions. The Povardarje encompasses 29.5 percent of 
the total area of the Republic of Macedonia and 26.3 
percent of the total number of settlements in our coun- 
try. In the Povardarje, live 42.5 percent of the total popu- 
lation in the Republic of Macedonia. Since 1961, the 
population has risen by 21 3,959 inhabitants or 35.0 per- 
cent. 

The Western part of the Republic of Macedonia 
encompasses the largest area, which is 43.1 percent of 
the total area of the state. This region also has the larg- 
est number of settlements, 47.2 percent of the total num- 
ber of settlements in our country. In 1994, 39.0 percent 
of the total population of the Republic of Macedonia lived 
in this region. 

The Western region of Macedonia has a signifi- 
cant presence of the Albanian population. Much of the 
population growth in this region is due to the high natu- 
ral birth rate found among the Albanian population and a 
large number of immigrants from Kosovo, The popula- 
tion of Western region of Macedonia has risen by 268,611 
inhabitants or 54.6 percent from 1961 - 1994. 

The Eastern part of Macedonia covers the least 
area, which is 27.4 percent of the total area of the Re- 
public of Macedonia. It also has the fewest number of 
settlements, which is 26.6 percent of the total number of 
settlements in our country. The Eastern part of Macedo- 
nia is the least populated region, with only 18.5 percent 
of the total population in our country. Since 1961, the 
population has grown by of 57,359 inhabitants, or only 
19.0 percent. 

The relief structure of the Republic of Macedonia 
is quite divided, with great height differences in its mor- 
phology. It is important to note the settlements of the 
population in the plain, hilly, and mountainous areas. Only 
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the results of the census of 1994 have been used to 
show the population distribution according to geographi- 
cal conditions. 



Orographic 
zones 


Areas 
in kms 2 


Number of 

settlements 


Population 
1994 


Plain 


8,527 


623 


1,534,849 


Hilly 


9,015 


637 


319,480 


Mountainous 


8,126 


368 


91,603 



There are great differences in the populated ar- 
eas in our country. For instance, in the hilly and moun- 
tainous zones, two thirds of the area of our country, only 
21.0 percent of the total population live. This has led to a 
deteriorating and unfavorable demographic structure of 
the population. This is a very serious problem that has 
to be resolved through the revitalization and recultivation 
of the space of highly depopulated zones that cover an 
area of up to 1 7,000 square kilometers. These are mainly 
the hilly and mountainous regions. 

The plain zone encompasses 33.3 percent of the 
total area of the Republic of Macedonia. There are 623 
settlements there, which is equal to 38.2 percent of the 
total number of the settlements in our country. However, 
the concentration of the population is highest in the plain 
areas, which are 79.0 percent of the total population in 
the country. The hilly zone has the largest area (35.2 
percent) and also the largest number of settlements (39.1 
percent). Nevertheless, unlike the plain area, this area 
is significantly less populated (16.3 percent). The moun- 
tainous zone, which covers 31 .6 percent of the total area 
of the Republic of Macedonia, has the fewest number of 
settlements (22.6 percent). This zone is the least popu- 
lated, with only 91 ,603 inhabitants, which is 4.3 percent 
of the total population in the country. These arguments 
clearly show the distribution of the population in Mace- 
donia as related to its geographical space is very unfa- 
vorable. 
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Urban and Rural Population 

There are 1599 villages and 29 towns in the Re- 
public of Macedonia, which have endured many changes 
in the numerical correlation between the urban and rural 
population. In this sense, the rural population has sig- 
nificantly moved to the urban areas, which is definitely 
not a favorable occurrence with regard to the popula- 
tion. Through the migration of the population form vil- 
lage to the city, the urbanization in our country has oc- 
curred to a large extent in an unnatural, unfavorable, 
and even a chaotic way. A large part of the rural area 
has been affected by depopulation and thus there are 
great differences between the urban and rural popula- 
tion, as shown on the following Table. 



Year 


Urban popi 


jlation 


Rural population 


1948 


303,398 


28.7 


849,588 


71.3 


1953 


408,329 


31.3 


896,285 


68.7 


1961 


542,933 


38.6 


863,070 


61.4 


1971 


803,238 


48.8 


843,866 


51.2 


1981 


1,050,102 


55.2 


856,034 


44.8 


1994 


1,135,731 


58.4 


810,201 


41.6 



The data confirm that the numerical and percent- 
age correlation between the urban and the rural popula- 
tion has been significantly changed. For example, in 
the period from 1948-1994, the percentage of the urban 
population had risen from 28.7 percent up to 58.4 per- 
cent and the percentage of the rural population had 
dropped from 71.3 to 41.6 percent, which is definitely 
not a favorable social, economic, and demographic phe- 
nomenon. 

Most of the towns in Macedonia are small, con- 
sisting of up to 15,000 residents. There are 10 towns 
with 1 5,000 to 50,000 residents. Skopje excluded, there 
are four towns with over 50,000 inhabitants. 

The group of small towns is composed of the fol- 
lowing: Berovo (7,752), Valandovo (4,357), Vinica 
(9,971), Gevgelija (14,974), Debar (13,340), Delcevo 
(10,544), Kratovo (6,481), Kriva Palanka (11,166), 
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Krusevo (5,507), Negotino (12,516), Pehcevo (3,032), 
Probistip (7,983), Resen (8,684) and Sveti Nikole 
(13,292). The following towns have a population from 
1 5,000 to 50,000: Gostivar (32,926), Kavadarci (28,288), 
Kicevo (24,129), Kocani (29,364), Ohrid (41,145), 
Radovis (15,068), Struga (16,037), Strumica (34,067), 
Stip (41 ,730), and Veles (44,149), 

The group of larger towns with a population over 
50,000 is composed of the following: Bitola (77,464), 
Kumanovo (65,233), Prilep (64,897), and Tetovo 
(50,344). 

Due to the mass migration of the population, the 
number of small villages is large in the present net of 
rural settlements. For example, in 1 994 there were up to 
947 settlements with a population of up to 300 residents, 
which is 59.1 percent of the total number of the villages 
in the Republic of Macedonia populated by only 11.0 
percent of the total rural population. Out of this small 
group, there are 568 villages with up to 100 residents, 
which is one third of the total number of villages in the 
country. This is of great concern and requires a solution 
through the process of revitalization of this part of the 
rural area. 

In 1 994, the number of large villages with a popu- 
lation of 800 to 2,000 was 303, which is 18.4 percent. 
The concentration of the rural population in them is very 
large; for example there were 587,906 inhabitants or 61 .7 
percent of the total rural population in the Republic of 
Macedonia in these. The large villages also have seri- 
ous problems because they are overpopulated for an 
agricultural area and their population can not exist only 
on agricultural activities. The large villages are particu- 
larly characteristic for the Western part of Macedonia, 
mostly amidst the Albanian population. The largest vil- 
lages from this group are Mala Recica with 7,005 inhab- 
itants, Cegrane with 6,743, Bogovinje with 5,680, and 
Celopek with 4,876. 
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Number and Structure of Households 

In all the censuses after the Second World War, 
the number of the households in the Republic of Mace- 
donia generally shows a steady growth that is adequate 
for the growth of the population, as shown on the follow- 
ing Table: 

Year Number of Growth in % Average number 
households compared to of members 

1948 in a household 



1948 


218,819 


- 


5.27 




1953 


246,313 


12.5 


5.29 




1961 


280,214 


28.0 


5.02 




1971 


352,034 


80.6 


4.68 




1981 


435,371 


98c9 


4.38 




1994 


501,963 


129.4 


3.87 





The data show a change in the structure of the 
households related to the average number of the mem- 
bers in a household. From 1948 to 1994, the average 
number of the members in a household dropped from 
5.27 to 3.87 members. This was a negative occurrence 
for some areas, communities, or settlements, particu- 
larly for the rural areas. However, it was somewhat more 
favorable in the sense of the quality of living with regard 
to the urban area. 

When speaking about the households, the dy- 
namic between the urban and the rural households, for 
instance, is quite different. As a matter of fact, the num- 
ber of households in the urban areas has been constantly 
rising, while the dynamic in the rural areas has been 
more moderate, which mainly resulted from the migra- 
tions from the villages to the towns. The comparison of 
the numerical dynamic between the urban and the rural 
households is shown on the following Table: 



Kinds of 
Households 


1953 


1961 


1971 


1981 


1994 


Urban 


98,725 


131,813 


196,827 


263,107 


310,713 


Rural 


47,588 


148,401 


155,207 


70,263 


191,251 
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The number of the urban households has been 
constantly rising. Asa matter of fact, from 1953 to 1994, 
the number of the urban households has risen by up to 
211,988 households, which is 214.7 percent. The year 
1994 accounted for 81 .2 percent of the growth of total 
number of the households in the State. It is worth men- 
tioning that, with the rising population and the increase 
in the number of households in the urban areas, the av- 
erage number of the members of one household was 
dropping. So, for instance, in 1953 an average urban 
household was composed of 4.1 members, while in 1994 
it was 3.6 members. 

The rural households did not show great numeri- 
cal growth. As a matter of fact, from 1 953 to 1 994 these 
types of households grew by only 43,663 households or 
29.6 percent. In 1953, rural households made up 60.0 
percent of the total number of households. By 1 994 this 
number dropped to 38.1 percent of the total number of 
the households in the State. The greatest cause for this 
trend for the rural areas was the significant decrease in 
the average number of members in one household. For 
instance, while in 1953 the average number of the mem- 
bers of a household was 6.0, in 1994 it was 4.2 mem- 
bers. In some rural settlements, aged and lonely fami- 
lies started to prevail. On the other hand, in some settle- 
ments in the Western part of Macedonia, inhabited by 
the Albanian population, the average number of mem- 
bers in one household was 8.9, which shows their rural 
over-population. 

Population by National and Ethnic 
Affiliation 

In the Republic of Macedonia, the Macedonian 
population has been dominant for a number of centu- 
ries. This population is considered autochthonous. Dur- 
ing the Turkish conquest of Macedonia, the Turkish au- 
thorities settled a significant number of Turks and thus 
the Turkish population was greater. Fleeing from the 
Spanish inquisition, Jews settled in Macedonia, particu- 
larly in Skopje, Bitola, and Stip. After the destruction of a 
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large town in Southern Albania, by the name of Mosko- 
pole, a number of Vlachs settled in the towns and were 
engaged in trading and handcraft. Since the 17th cen- 
tury, particularly in the 1 8th century, Albanians immigrated 
to Macedonia, mainly in its Western part. Through a num- 
ber of historical periods and military and political events, 
various immigrations of other nationalities arrived in 
Macedonia with the intention of imposing their cultures 
and assimilatory influences, but the Macedonian popu- 
lation prevailed. 

The population in Macedonia, divided by the na- 
tional and ethnic affiliation, is seen in the official census 
data from the Second World War onwards, which is 
shown on the following Table: 





1953 


1961 


1994 


Macedonians 


860,699 


1,000,865 


1,295,964 


Albanians 


152,521 


183,108 


441,194 


Turks 


203,938 


131,481 


78,019 


Romas 


20,462 


43,707 




Vlachs 


8,668 


8,691 




Serbs 


35,711 


42,728 


40,228 


Others 


22,512 


47,821 


38,129 


Totah 


1 ,304,51 4 


1,406,003 


1,945,932 



The above data show that the number of the Ma- 
cedonians is rising. However, especially in 1994 the 
population of Macedonians as a percent of the total popu- 
lation decreased. From 1953 to 1994, the number of the 
Macedonians rose by 435,265 inhabitants or 50.5 per- 
cent. According to the latest census from 1994 the per- 
centage of the Macedonians was 68.6 percent of the 
total population in the Republic of Macedonia. 

The Albanian population has significantly in- 
creased either through high natural birth rate or by im- 
migration of Albanians from Kosovo and Albania. For 
example, from 1953 to 1994 the number of Albanians 
had risen by 288,670 or 189.2 percent. In 1994, Alba- 
nians made up 22.6 percent of the total population of the 
Republic of Macedonia, compared to 1953 when this 
percentage was only 11 .7. 
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The number of the Turks has significantly de- 
creased because of the reasons mentioned earlier, which 
was the mass voluntary immigration to Turkey. In fact, 
the number of Turks from 1953 to 1994 decreased by 
1 35,91 9 persons or 1 74.2 percent. In 1 994, the percent- 
age of Turks was 4.0 percent, compared to 1953 when it 
was 15.6 percent. However, in 1941, Muslims who im- 
migrated from Sandzak declared themselves as Turks, 
as did a part of Islamized Macedonians. 

Since 1953, the population of Roma people has 
more than doubled, with an increase of 23,245 by 1994. 
In 1994 s the Roma population made up 2.2 percent of 
the total population of the Republic of Macedonia. 

The number of the Vlach population has only 
slightly changed. Nevertheless, in reality they are prob- 
ably more numerous because a segment of the Vlachs 
declared themselves as Macedonians in recent cen- 
suses. 

In the period from 1953-1994, the Serbian popu- 
lation has been rising but in great numbers, that is only 
by 4,517 persons. In 1994, the percentage of the Serbs 
in Macedonia was 2 percent of the total population. 

Demographic Structure of the 
Population in the City of Skopje 

The population of the city of Skopje has been ris- 
ing since the first official censuses between the two world 
wars up to today. So, for instance, according to the first 
census from 1921, the city numbered 40,661 residents. 
After the Second World War, in 1948, 88,209 persons 
inhabited Skopje. But by 1953, it grew beyond 100,000 
residents for the first time when it grew to a population 
of 121,300. Between 1953 and 1961, the rise was more 
moderate because in that period the Turkish urban popu- 
lation emmigrated to Turkey and so in 1981 Skopje had 
a population of 197,341 . In the period between 1961 and 
1971, following the disastrous earthquake in 1963, and 
with the reconstruction of the city, the immigration in the 
city was significantly increased either from the popula- 
tion in Macedonia or by Muslim immigrants from 
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Sandzak. Due to these reasons, the city numbered 
31 2,091 inhabitants in 1 971 . According to the latest cen- 
sus from 1994, Skopje has 444,660 residents or 22.8 
percent of the total population of Macedonia. From 1953 
to 1994, the urban population has been increased by 
323,360 residents or by 266.5 percent. This high level of 
strong and accelerated urbanization is today accompa- 
nied by highly unfavorable social and economic conse- 
quences 

It is very interesting to mention the changes in the 
structure of the population in the city of Skopje divided 
by national and ethnic affiliations. These changes oc- 
curred either because of the mass emigration of the Turks 
or because of the repeated immigration of the Muslim 
population, that is to say Albanians, from Kosovo and 
Sandzak. In any way, the Macedonian population has 
dominated in all the censuses. In order to see this, it is 
best to compare the years 1953 and 1994. For instance, 
in 1953 there were 72,477 Macedonians and in 1994 
their number was 308,418 or 73.0 percent of the total 
urban population. The greatest growth is seen with the 
Albanians, who numbered 2,973 in 1953 and 53,725 in 
1994, which is a growth of 1705.0 percent. The actual 
number of Albanians is greater, but a part of them have 
not been granted citizenship and are therefore not reg- 
istered in the statistics. Due to the indicated reasons, 
the number of the Turks was decreased from 22,491 in 
1953 to 9,173 in 1994. However, a number of Turks 
counted in the census in 1994 had not resided in this 
urban area for a long time, but they had mainly immi- 
grated from Sandzak and declared themselves as Turks. 
The growth of the number of Vlachs, Romas, and Serbs 
is also significant. For instance, the number of Romas 
people in 1953 was 7,588 by 1994 their population was 
1 9,633. The number of the Vlachs rose from 431 in 1 953 
to 2,096 in 1994, while the number of Serbs rose from 
8,047 in 1953 to 15,756 in 1994. 

In realtion to the age structure, it is interesting to 
mention that the number of people between the ages 0- 
19 years in Skopje make up to 30.0 percent (133,604 
persons) of the total population. This means there is the 
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possibility for a rising number of people looking for em- 
ployment when unemployment already is a large prob- 
lem. 

Language 

The official language in the Republic of Macedo- 
nia is the Macedonian language. The alphabet is Cyrillic. 
The phonetic principle has been applied in the writing. 
The Macedonian alphabet has 31 letters: 

Aa, B6, Bb, Tr, flfl, Vt , Ee, >K>k, 33, Ss, Mm, Jj, 
Kk, JIji, Jb/b, Mm, Hh, 4>h», Oo, Fin, Pp, Cc, Tt, Kk, 
Yy, <D4>, Xx, L|u, Hh, Uy, Ww 

The Macedonian, as an autonomous language 
from the family of the Slavic, that is, South Slavic lan- 
guages, belongs to the group of Indo-European lan- 
guages. Its historical development originates from the 
9 th century, a period that determines the beginning of the 
Slavic literacy. The new codification of the standard 
Macedonian language was done in 1944. It has all char- 
acteristics of a standard modern European language. 

Literacy: 89% 

Macedonian language today is spoken in the Re- 
public of Macedonia and in the neighboring countries 
Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, and Yugoslavia, where there 
is a Macedonian national minority. 
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Religion 



According to 1991 Constitution of the Republic of 
Macedonia the freedom of religious expression is guar- 
anteed. The Macedonian Orthodox Church and other 
religious communities and groups are separate from the 
state and equal before the law. They are obliged to pub- 
lic activities and in accordance with the Constitution, laws 
and other provisions. 

Eighteen religious communities and religious 
groups are registered In the Republic of Macedonia: the 
Macedonian Orthodox Church, the Islam Community, the 
Catholic Church, the Jewish Community, the United- 
Methodist Church, The Seventh Day Adventists Church, 
The Adventists Church of the Republic of Macedonia, 
the Baptist Church, the Jehovah's Witnesses, the Evan- 
gelic-Congressional Church, the Islam Tarricat Commu- 
nity, the New Apostles Church, Satia-Sai Centre, Evan- 
gelic Church, Vaishnaw Community, the Universal Life 
Community, the Christian Pentecostal Church and the 
God's Church. The capital of the Republic, Skopje is the 
seat of seventeen religious communities, while Ohrid is 
to one. 

Macedonian Orthodox Church 

The Macedonian Orthodox Church is a part of the 
Holy United and Apostles Church and is acting as an 
autocephalous one. It's overall church activities are in- 
dependently organised. The church as an archbishopric 
includes: the Skopje Diocese, the Prespa-Pelagonija 
Diocese, Bregalnitsa Diocese, Debar-Kitchevo Diocese, 
Polog-Kumanovo Diocese, Strumica Diocese, American- 
Canadian Diocese, Australian-New Zealand Diocese, 
and European Diocese. The Church is headed by the 
Archbishop, while the bishoprics are headed by metro- 
politans. The Holy Synod is the supreme power, while 
the Archbishopric Church-People's Council, is the high- 
est legislative body. 

On the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, 
there are about 1 ,700 religious buildings (churches, mon- 
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asteries, paraklises and chapels) and they belong to the 
Macedonian Orthodox Church, while in the USA, Cana- 
da, Australia and Europe there are about seventy reli- 
gious buildings. 

The Theological Seminary was established in 
1967/68 and since 1999, 488 students completed their 
training. 

The Faculty of Theology was established in 1977/ 
78 and is attended by full-time and part-time students. 
One hundred and five students completed their studies 
achieving the title-graduated theologian. 

The Macedonian Orthodox Church publishes the 
monthly magazine "Resurrection" while the bishoprics 
issue various publications. 



Muslim Community 

Muslim community includes believers of different 
nationalities, among which those of Albanian descent are 
predominant, then Macedonian-Muslims, Turks, Romas 
and Muslims settled in the Republic of Macedonia dur- 
ing various periods of time but mostly from the former 
Yugoslav Republics. 

The Muslim Community satisfies the needs of the 
citizens of Islamic faith. It has established a certain num- 
ber of religious centres abroad for those believers who 
migrated from Macedonia and are now living in some 
European and overseas countries. 

The Muslim community possesses around 460 
religious buildings in the Republic of Macedonia. Most 
of them are new or reconstructed ones. 

The religious rites as well as the training of the 
students are performed by approximately 470 religious 
clerks, professors, trainers, librarians, administrative and 
technical staff. 

Theological personnel of the Muslim community 
are thought at the Isa-Bey medresa and at the Faculty 
of Islamic Sciences in Skopje. The lecturing are per- 
formed in Albanian, Turkish, and Macedonian languages. 
The selection for enrolment of the students among other 
conditions is regulated on the basis of national affiliation 
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with a purpose to keep the adequate balance among 
the students of Albanian, Muslim and Roma origin. 

The Islamic cultural and information newspaper 
"El Hilar (Young Moon), as a part of other religious lit- 
erature, are published in Albanian, Turkish and Macedo- 
nian languages and are distributed to the believers 
through the religious homes or through subscription. 



Catholic Church 

The Catholic Church in the Republic of Macedo- 
nia is organised through the Skopje-Prizren Bishopric 
and The Community of Uniats. The Ordinariat is the gov- 
erning body of the church, while the bishop (The Skop- 
je-Prizren Bishop) is the head of the whole Bishopric. 

The first part comprises the believers of the Ro- 
man Catholic faith, while the second part includes the 
believers of the Eastern-Orthodox rite (Uniats) who domi- 
nate the Roman Catholics. 

The Skopje-Prizren Bishopric covers the territory 
of the Republic of Macedonia and the territory of the Prov- 
ince of Kosovo. The Uniats, i.e., their community mainly 
is located in the Southern parts of Macedonia (districts 
of Gevgelijaand Strumica).The Catholic Church posse- 
sses around twenty religious homes, which include seven 
chapels and two parishes (Skopje and Bitola). The over- 
all number of Uniats and Roman Catholics is approxi- 
mately 10,000 believers They are served by 32 par- 
sons and around 50 nuns. 

In Skopje, for more than ten years the Catholic 
Theological Seminary (Gymnasium) has been in opera- 
tion. During the first and second academic year it was 
attended by five to six students who then continued 
their training in other Catholic schools in Novi Sad (FR 
of Yugoslavia) and Zagreb (Croatia). 

The publishing activity is on a very high level, while 
the publications are distributed in a legal manner within 
their homes of worship or through subscription. 
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United Methodist Church 

This Christian Church belongs to the Protestant 
churches. It has existed in Macedonia for about 115 years. 
It is mainly located in the Southern and southeastern parts 
of the Republic of Macedonian, Superintendent, who is 
the main preacher in the church, heads the church. The 
seat of the church is located in Strumica. 

In the Republic of Macedonia there are about fif- 
teen places of worship. Professional and volunteer 
preachers perform the religious affairs and the rites. 

The personnel who perform the rites are educated 
abroad. 

The Jewish Community 

The Jewish Community in the Republic of Mace- 
donia in a wider sense is organised as a community of 
the Jews rather than as a religious community for satis- 
fying the needs of its believers. The number of Jews in 
Macedonia is very small. Work for the newly opened 
synagogue in Skopje commenced in the year 2,000. 

Religious Groups 

During the last seven to eight years, has been 
legalised the Seventh Day Adventists Church, Evangelic- 
Congressional Church, the New Apostles Church, 
Evangelic Church, Universal Life Community Church, 
Christian Pentecostal Church, the God's Church, Islamic 
Tarricat Community, Vishnu Community and the Satia 
Sai Centre have been legalised. 

According to the number of believers, places of 
worship, preachers and religious clerks, these groups 
are significantly smaller than the Macedonian Orthodox 
Church, Islam Community and the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
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